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Writing as a method of inquiry

is “… a way of finding out about yourself and
your topic. Although we usually think about writing
as a mode of ‘telling’ about the social world,
writing is not just a mopping-up activity at the end
of a research project. Writing is also a way of
‘knowing’ – a method of discovery and analysis.
By writing in different ways, we discover new
aspects of our topic and our relationship to it.
Form and content are inseparable.” (Richardson,
2000, 923.)



What is the genre of 
the summary 
article?
Are we (mis)led by the terms “article” and
“summary” in the guidelines and academic
discourse about this part of the PhD thesis?

We need a better language to express the role
of this piece!

E.g. Integrating chapter! (see Jørgen Carling in
LSE Impact Blog)



- makes you conscious and better in 
what you already know & can

- makes you conscious about the ways 
in which that learned genre 
directs/limits your writing and thus 
thinking about and doing research

Lesson 1: summary article is another 
writing genre and you need to learn it

Why learning a new 
writing genre 
matters?



The function of the summary article

• A metanarrative that not only reiterates the theoretical and
methodological choices, and the empirical results, reported in
the individual papers, but also, and more importantly, builds a
case for the undertaken research, explains how the individual
papers link to each other and how they address the research
objectives of the entire PhD thesis.

• Writing the summary article enables the doctoral student to
distance him/herself from the individual publications to consider
and clarify their specific roles and contributions. In this manner
the summary article actually guides the future readers in how
they approach and thus evaluate the individual publications.



• Place in context

– Contributions to the field of research

• Establish connections and present a sustained and 
cohesive theme

– Justify the decisions that led to the publications with particular focus and 
content

– The research questions/direction should be clear to the reader.

• In case of joint work, prove to the reader your individual 
scientific expertise



You need to get back to the bare 
bones of the research. Strip away 
all of the detail that you’ve been 
immersed in for ages. No fat. No 

fluff. No padding. No artificial 
additives. You need to focus on the 

core of what you have to offer to 
your field. (You need to find the 

contribution in other words.)
(Pat Thompson 

https://patthomson.net/2016/07/04/concluding-practice-by-
stripping-down/ )



Time away from -
• … the articles enhances a process of de- and refamiliarization, you will be seeing 

the publications with a different perspective and that will help to move forward

• You think with your article about the ”beef” of your research

• Focusing on a particular article at a time inevitably limits how we imagine and 
work on our research 

• But a lot of thinking happens during and in between – try to keep a diary of these 
“in between thoughts”, or thoughts, findings etc. that could not (yet) find a place 
in your publications

• Try to spot the logic of your articles and their mutual relationship. Is it:



The aims -

• What do you communicate and to whom?

– Who do you talk to, what research traditions you want to identify (and to be 
identified) with? Or disidentify from?

• The publications are a product of a particular thinking process

– What happened in between? How one came to life after the other? Was it a 
theoretical trigger, a methodological one, something in the findings that led to 
focus the next publication in a particular way?

• Your publications are always smaller than your writing and thinking 
process! 

– Summary article helps you to craft that thinking process inseparably from your 
writing. We can’t talk about the summary article without talking about the 
meaning and work of writing per se.



Can we build a future perspective into thinking about 
the summary article?

• Should/can we combine a retrospective gaze 
with a prospective one?

• What is your next step?

– Can the summary article bring your closer to what you want 
to research next? This might be both practically and 
intellectually motivating!



Lesson 2: You solve a puzzle, and you
create a map!

• The pieces are there but the whole picture might be blurry

• You need a good inventory! (publications, notes, diary, referee 
feedback, conference papers…)

• Are you worried about the missing piece?

• What’s your glue?

– Which order of the articles – this is one way 

to start thinking about the story to tell!

- Don’t take for granted the publication 

date order of presentation!

– Write the summaries of your articles in the way 

that helps to create and sustain a connection!



Lesson 3: Use the spotlight technique!

• The connection between the articles in not expressed

• Summaries of the articles appear as article abstracts without linking 
them to each other and the overall project

• What kind of language can you use to write those connections into 
your text, be as explicit as possible (use examples and references that 
direct the reader to these connections)

• “Article 2 continues this theme'; Article 3 builds on the 
findings/conceptual developments/ in article 3‘; 

“Article 3 returns to the topic/methodological questions etc.”

• The “spotlight technique” : where to & how? away from what?



My PhD

• Citizenship education policies and the state. Russia and Finland in a 
comparative perspective. Defended on 10.12.2010

• 5 publications, including 3 published in peer-reviewed journals, 2 
edited volume chapters, all in English, one publication with one co-
author (alphabetic order of names) 

• My PhD before JUFO and the current funding model of universities!

• Not planned from the outset – importance of referee feedback and 
successful accumulation of publications

• The topic needs toi be framed in a way that it starts discussing with the
wider international community / set of literature right away



My summary: articles

• Selection of the article, if you can choose

– What are the requirements?

– Remember re-publication permits and permission from co-authors

• Articles: in appendix or as separate chapters in the summary 
(depends on the ”story” and the content)

• Articles presented in the order from general to the specific – from 
theoretical to the empirical cases (thought of course the empirical 
articles have theoretical bits too)

– Globalization, the changing role of the state and the field of comparative 
education

– Supranational context (empirical and theoretical)

– Three cases, combining empirical research and different theoretical approaches



My summary: content
• Contextualization of the research subject – citizenship education. Why I 

study(ed) and why it is important!?

– Political context

– Literature gap – why this focus (theory, context, methods etc.)

• Research material and methods used

– Policy documents and interviews (the roles of different data sources in the study)

– Research methods: comparative research, content and argumentation analysis of 
textual data 

• Theories of state and nation-building

• Case contexts and their connection to the theories used

• Presentation of individual publications, zooming onto the most important 
from 

• Summary of research findings, from particular to the general – the ”take 
home message”



Summary: puzzle + map

• What is the thread and how do you write it in? 

– Not only the thought but also the technical way of doing it – walking the reader through 
your PhD research!

• Start from curating the publication order and then proceed to writing the article 
summaries

– Be prepared to write and re-write

– Think of precise sub-titles (they help you and your reader think!)

– One sub-title per article or several articles under one? 

– Don’t just summarize, tell how the article(s) relate to the whole and what the reader 
should find! 

• In my own work

– Table 1 ”Overview of research aims,” Chapter 7 ”Individual publications”; Table 4 ”Overview of 
research findings”

– Sub-titles, explicit verbal and technical references to different parts and thoughts



Nelli

Preparing the summary article will sharpen
your own understanding of the topic studied
and the main findings of your research, as 
well as the journey that took you there.

It will help you to prepare for the defence!

And take you to the next journey!

Thank you and have a good ride (and write)!


