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Norway: New oral history wave, starting with video and social media

Memoar, Norwegian organisation for oral history, was founded (2015) by persons with

background from media and media developement, with weak links to oral history

traditions in the universities. In our opinion, this difference has been productive in four

ways, and those we want to present.

First: We work with video. Seeing the interviewee telling her/his stories gives the user

better understanding and more information than audio only, and substantially more

than reading transcripts. Our experience is that people are not reluctant to being

videofilmed.

Second: Our slogan – «Everybody has a story to share» – reflects a «history from

below»-standpoint that includes collective responsibility for transferring the story of

our times to future generations. Therefore, the recording of an interview remains the

intellectual property of the interviewee (and the interviewer). It is their expression, and

they are free to publish it. So, we encourage them to share their stories with future

generations through public archives, and with contemporaries through social media.

Almost everyone do so.

Third: We do not transcribe. To change a video recording into a text document means

to reduce it from a primary source to a secondary. Instead, we copy the filmmaker's

method for documentation of her/his footage: We log it. We produce a document with

detailed keywords and timecodes, from which the user will get an overview of a several

hours long interview in one page, and find interesting sequences in minutes.

Fourth: We believe that everybody can also interview. We are encouraging public

libraries to establish interview studios for anyone to use, and public archives to recieve

documented interviews from anyone. Our vision is a huge public collection of

documented oral history videos from our times, to be used by researchers as well as

heirs or artists or other parts of future and present public.
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Susan Lindholm

Malmö University, Sweden

Oral history and netnography – studying hip-hop feminism on and through social

media

My paper engages in a comparative reading of anti-racist and feminist identities

created by hip-hop activists or fans in the United States and Latin America in the

context of social media. The United States is one of the centers of global power, which

also means that it has become a global referent, not only for anti-racist and

anti-oppression movements, but also for their (digital) dissemination through popular

culture. Hip-hop feminism, a concept that emerged within the framework of hip-hop

activism in the mid 1990s, is one of these glocal movements that today can be found in

many regions outside of the United States, among them Latin America. In both the

United States and different Latin American countries, hip-hop feminists, that is, artists

and activists who identify themselves as Black or Latino, create oppositional identities

that are based on narratives of resistance against racism, sexism, and forgetting

repressed and violent pasts. However, the dominance of a brand of US-American

hip-hop feminism can, in many cases, serve to render invisible the realities of women

outside of the US, and thereby further enforce rather than abolish the historical

oppression of their marginalized identities and historical narratives. Against such a

background, my project engages in a comparative reading of anti-racist and feminist

identities and narratives created by online activists or fans in the United States and

Latin America. It specifically traces the ways in which these identities are developed,

accepted, and re-negotiated on social media by combining oral history interviews with

netnography, a method that was developed in the mid 1990s as a qualitative and

interpretive research methodology that adapts traditional ethnographic techniques to

the study of social media. My paper thereby specifically focuses on the challenges of

the so-called digital turn for the field of oral history.
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Presenting the Past During the Present: Stories of Major Scientific Discoveries and

breakthrough by those whomade them.

As science becomes more complex, it is increasingly difficult to present new advances

in a manner accessible to the public. Yet understanding these advances is critical to

making important decisions on research funding and ethical concerns, as well as the

application of research to the world's problems. Connecting the cultures of science and

the humanities may be one way to give non-scientists access to scientific findings and

their implications.

The Internationally known Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Library and Archives, started

a new annual series of "History of Science" meetings that examine important scientific

achievements in their scientific and social contexts. Topics of these meetings have

included history of biotechology, HIV/AIDS research, and other major research in life

sciences. Participants in the meetings are the scientists, students, science writers,

historians of science and those who were involved with policy decisions relating to the

research. During the meetings, speakers reflect on their major contributions to science

and also attempt to predict future ramifications of their research. Questions are then

fielded from the audience, not from one individual interviewer. The meeting is recorded

so that every presentation and question are captured and can later be viewed at the

special website: http://library.cshl.edu/Meetings/History-of-Science/ The meetings are

well attended and highly regarded. The meetings provide an opportunity to introduce

non-scientists to the intriguing nature of scientific research, often carried out by

larger-than-life figures.

I would like to present my innovative approach of using oral history to actively

document major discoveries and breakthrough in the important scientific fields. I seek

to demonstrate how we share and connect the public with major researchers and their

achievements in science. In my presentation I will show the organisational workflow of

these meetings so that other disciplines will be able to adapt our idea and create such

meetings at their institutions.
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Using an oral history methodology to create "The Virtual Museum of Memory"

(Memorial Democràtic- Catalonia)

Memorial Democràtic is a public institution supported by the government of Catalonia.

The main goal of the institution is the recovery of historical memory connected with

the fight for democracy in Catalonia and Spain between 1931 and 1980, with a special

focus on the Spanish Civil War and its consequences.

In 2014 we presented at the XVIIIth IOHA Conference the project "Audiovisual Bank of

Testimonies" which is the first oral history online archive in Spain and one of the biggest

in Europe: http://bancmemorial.gencat.cat

To create the project we developed a new methodology and a platform that is

continuously being adapted to our needs. We consider that we resolved several

challenges on oral history and digital collections management, such multilingualism,

capability to create georeferenced excerpts of interviews, or to publish content linked

to a timeline.

After the creation of this online oral history archive, we decided to start a new digital

history project focused to publish collections on contemporary history linked to

political memories, such as political prisoners databases from the Spanish dictatorship,

or databases from deportation or exile linked to the Spanish Civil War. The challenge of

the project was to apply the same methodology that we used in oral history collections,

at every database that we integrate, through the usage a huge thesaurus created

specifically for the oral history project, through which we index all contents. In 2017 we

integrated more than new 30.000 registers, and we plan to integrate 200.000 in 2018.

With this huge mass of information, now we're able to create a Virtual Museum of

Memory focused on the period 1931-1980 in Catalonia, through the creation of

contents such as maps, timelines, online biographies, biographical journeys, webdocs

or educational films.
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