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The afterlives of apartheid: working through the other of trauma

The proliferation of trauma discourses has become an "empire of trauma" (Fassin and

Rechtman, 2009). The psychologized conception of "trauma" has its origins in mid-19th

century Britain, and then evolves through psychiatry and psychology disciplines but

the global shift into the public domain occurs after the invention of PTSD in 1980 in the

USA. By the turn of the 21st century, "trauma" had morphed into an umbrella discourse

for various forms of pain and suffering. On the one hand, trauma discourses have

provided legitimation for marginalized victims groups fighting for recognition, aid,

reparations or justice. On the other hand, it has contributed to an identity politics of

victimhood where trauma discourses are problematically constructed as sacred

grounds, which scholars may not question. Oral historians have either avoided trauma

theories or have used it as an event-centered, referential concept that explains

traumatic memories after violence (Lacy-Rogers, Leydesdorf and Dawson 1999). But

there is an on-going debate about "trauma theories" and its referential uses across

academic and public sectors (Radstone 2007; High 2014). What do the above

convergence of socio-political factors and conceptual debates mean for oral historians

working in post-conflict contexts globally and specifically for those working in

post-colonial Africa? This paper draws from oral histories produced in dialogue with

so-called "trauma workers" from several professions: psychotherapists, medical

clinicians and researchers who have engaged the suffering of others during and after

apartheid. How have they come to work in these areas and how has disciplinary

training and institutional discourses framed their thinking about trauma? I aim to

quarrel with the historical thinking and uses of trauma that do not work through the

repetitions of post-colonial racism and xenophobia (Craps 2013). I also interpret the

intersecting temporalities of afterwardsness that give rise to the afterlives of apartheid

manifest in these life stories.
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Troubling photographs / troubling the photographic encounter (Paper 2 in panel

on "Troubling Trauma: Oral History in Conflict-Affected Settings")

My presentation focusses on the genre of photographs described by Woolf (1938) as

depicting "dead bodies and ruined houses" and by Novak (2012) as "covered bodies laid

out in makeshift morgues; anguished mothers holding photographs of their sons and

daughters; debris-strewn streets after suicide bodies".

These photographs are categorised as images of horror (Woolf 1938 and Sontag 2003),

images of trauma (Baer 2002), images of suffering (Sontag 2003), traumatic

photographs (Hariman and Lucaites 2007), images of historical trauma (Guerin and

Hallas 2007), traumatic representations (Lieberman 2008 and Zembylas 2014), and

pictures of atrocities (Novak 2012). They fall within the category of 'difficult knowledge'

theorized by Britzman (1998, 2000a, 2013) amongst others.

The interviews I have conducted as part of my research into the biography and agency

of photographs of the bodies of Jacqueline Quin and Leon Meyer, killed by South

African security forces and photographed in the Maseru mortuary in 1985 demonstrate

the complex entanglement of at least four different types of images: photographs or

film footage; written descriptions; memories of the scene expressed in oral history

narratives; and images that reside in the mind's eye of the viewer. The interviews bring

the context in which these images were first encountered and the responses they evoke

over time, sharply into view.

I am interested in troubling the way in which 'trauma' and 'traumatic are used to

describe these images. Certainly, for some, the images represent trauma and

traumatize the viewer. For others, the images evoke pain, anger, anguish, loss, regret or

remorse. A small number of people regarded them as having some historical interest,

but no real effect. These responses raising questions about the nature of the images

deemed to be traumatic, the photographic encounter (Azoulay 2008) and the deeply

personal context in which images are received and remembered.
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"Conceptualizing trauma in the aftermath of the 1994 Rwandan genocide" (Paper

4 in panel on "Troubling Trauma: Oral History in Conflict-Affected Settings")

This paper explores the different trauma theories that have been adopted over time by

foreign researchers, the Rwandan government, and Rwandan civil society to explain

how Rwandan civilians have been negatively affected by the 1994 genocide. During

this genocide, approximately 800,000 civilians�most of whom were members of the

nation's ethnic Tutsi minority population�were massacred by extremists affiliated with

the nation's ethnic Hutu majority.

Drawing upon a decade of oral historical research among government officials,

survivors, perpetrators, and other relevant parties to the conflict, Jessee demonstrates

that while Rwandans have their own frameworks for understanding the negative

physical, psychological, and emotional manifestations of genocide, in the immediate

post-genocide period Euro-American models for diagnosing and resolving trauma have

proliferated. This was made possible through substantial international funding aimed

at helping Rwanda recover from a genocide that many international observers deemed

preventable. It was also facilitated by recognition by Rwanda's post-genocide

government that its legitimacy would be in large part determined by its perceived

ability to cure its population of the lingering pathologies that might lead to a

resurgence of bloodshed.

For this reason, performances of trauma, and increasingly resilience, have become

integral to Rwanda's national unity and reconciliation programs. Yet many Rwandans

regard the state's gradual politicization of trauma as inappropriate, as its singular focus

on genocide survivors�a term that implies Tutsi heritage�fails to address the harms

endured by Rwandan civilians, more generally, surrounding the genocide. Of similar

importance, many Rwandans who have participated in trauma counselling initiatives

have found the experiences exacerbated their genocide-related wounds, and have

sought more culturally appropriate explanations and options to alleviate their

emotional distress. However, these alternative models are not widely discussed in

Rwanda, due to the perception that they would complicate Rwanda's image as a

post-genocide success story.
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Emotions in protest: unsettling the past in ex-combatants' personal accounts in

northernMozambique

This paper focuses on the mutual production of emotions and narratives about the past

in the oral history accounts of ex-combatants of the liberation struggle (1964-1974) in

northern Mozambique. The ten-year guerrilla war against Portuguese colonial rule was

mainly fought in the bush thickets of the northernmost parts of the country. While at

independence higher ranking officers were transferred to the capital city and other

urban areas, a majority of the rank-and-file soldiers returned to their rural origins. Most

of them were unceremoniously demobilized, some right after independence and

others a few years later. Many of them sought out the location of surviving family

members (as people were dispersed and families broken apart during the war), opened

fields and started their civilian life as farmers. These days there is a lot of

disappointment and anger among these ex-combatant populations. Drawing on life

history research among the aging ex-combatant community in Niassa between 2012

and 2014, in this paper I explore the emotional aspects of remembering and meaning

making in history-telling. More specifically, I explore how negative emotions are

negotiated in the ex-combatants' personal accounts and how these negotiations shape

the narration of the liberation struggle. I argue that the ex-combatants' emotion talk

can be read as a bodily protest against the official historization of their experiences.
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