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Victim, or Culprit? Narrative Schemes in Autobiography

The genre of autobiography is often situated on border-line between fiction and

non-fiction; autobiography refers to real characters and events, but at the same time it

is a literary work of art, a verbal construct in which the representation of reality is

subject to the intentions of the author. Autobiographies frequently use the same

narrative schemes as the fictional texts, such as novels or poems. For the adequate

interpretation of the text of autobiography is therefore necessary to ask why the author

uses this schemes and what effect these strategies have. This issue will be

demonstrated primarily in the autobiography of the Czech authoress Heda Margolius

Kovály (1919–2010) Under a Cruel Star (1973). Her life was dramatic and in many ways

tragic, but at the same time it included paradoxical and ambivalent situations. On the

one hand, Heda Margolius Kovály was wife of one of the prominent Communist officers

– Rudolf Margolius; on the other hand, her husband was found guilty of conspiracy

during the show trial in 1952, sentenced to death and executed, her property was

confiscated, she and her young son Ivan were persecuted... The central question of our

paper is this: What kind of narrative schemes does Heda Margolius Kovály use? Was she

victim, or culprit? Is she apologizing and defending herself or is she accusing society of

letting this happen? The authoress displays herself in the text in accordance with a

specific pattern and plot and her positioning in the story is therefore a matter of a

selected and combined narrative – thematic and compositional – technique. We have

to analyse this narrative technique to make out what kind of story Heda Margolius

Kovály tells us.
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Narratives of traumatic and embodiedmemories – "Evacuee literature" as creative

remembrance

Fiction, autofiction and autobiographical novels have had a role in representing and

memorizing experiences of Karelian forced migrants during and after World War II. In

my paper, I will concentrate on so called evacuee literature published by Karelian

writers in Finland during last decades (e.g Salme Aejmalaeus, Eeva Kilpi, Iiris Kähäri,

Armas Lind) by reading novels in the context of European refugee experience and

history during and after World War II. I am interested in how memorizing experiences of

war, trauma, refugee, diaspora, belonging and recognition are narrated in the novels,

and what kind of narratological solutions are used in texts. I will also pay attention on

unarticulated experiences as silenced, troubled and embodied histories as part of the

individuals and memory community, and ask how creative remembrance offers a

special narrative space to represent traumatic and embodied memories.

Larger questions beyond my paper are methodological: The first considers possibilities

of using (auto)fiction as a source for reconstructing historical understanding. The

second converses with my doctoral thesis (Nissilä 2016), and asks how to analyze the

evacuee novels and memory communities – and rethink memory studies – beyond

national frame. Methodological nationalism assumes the nation-state as the natural

container and telos of collective memory. Methodological transnationalism critically

questions and de-naturalizes the concept of nation to conceptualize and contextualize

research (Amelina et al. 2012). The transnational turn has meant an interest in tracing

complicated histories of displacement, and turning from what used to be a narrow

national focus to a global perspective, all of which has helped to recognize the spaces

we create in research.

Nissilä (2016) "Sanassa maahanmuuttaja on vähän kitkerä jälkimaku". Kirjallisen elämän

ylirajaistuminen 2000-luvun alun Suomessa. Acta Universitatis Ouluensis. Oulun

yliopisto, Oulu.

Amelina et al. 2012 (eds.): Beyond Methodological Nationalism. Research

Methodologies for Cross-Border Studies. Routledge.
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Interpretations of secularisation and religious change by lower class writers in the

late 19th and early 20th century Finland

In my paper I will focus on the interpretations of secularisation and transformations in

religiosity in the late 19th and early 20th century Finland. Secularisation studies have

almost invariably been conducted at the macro-level using quantitative methods. Such

surveys tell us nothing about how individuals interpreted the processes of religious

change and secularisation. In my paper I will utilize autobiographical, descriptive and

contemplative texts written by the non-privileged persons such as memoirs,

unpublished essays and letters. I will illustrate with examples what kind of syntheses of

world views the texts of the common people contain, and how the common people

saw the relationship between the Lutheran teaching, folk religion and new ideologies

like nationalism, socialism and Theosophy.

The main focus of my analysis will be on texts written by three non-elite writers. 1) The

autobiography of Isak Ojala (1839–1911), a circulating schoolmaster from Kuortane,

which includes a detailed description of the personally experienced tension between

religious conviction and the Finnish nationalism. 2) Letters and ethnographic narratives

written by Jaakko Lonkainen (1853–1919), a smith and a healer from Kitee,

contemplating folk religion from the inside, and the changes in attitudes toward folk

religion due to the folklore collecting movement. 3) Unpublished essays by labourer

Vilho Itkonen (1872–1918), discussing vernacular religion, Christianity, Theosophy and

socialism within in the context of the social atmosphere at the turn of the century.

In my paper I will contribute to the discussion of empirical and narrative data in the

analysis of the processes such as secularisation and religious change.
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The faraway land of the house and two cows: investigating the concept of

community in company ghost towns through a poetics of creative nonfiction

writing

The faraway land of the house and two cows will investigate the concept of community

in company ghost towns through a poetics of creative nonfiction writing. It will record

the oral history of the community once living on the Melbourne and Metropolitan

Board of Works (MMBW) Sewerage Farm as the central part of this PhD research.

Workers and their families began living on the MMBW Sewerage Farm when it was

founded in 1891 to treat Melbourne's sewage, now known as Melbourne Water's

Western Treatment Plant. As Melbourne grew, so did the site and work force to manage

the sewage. Over 500 people lived on the Sewerage Farm in the 1950s; the last

inhabitants left in 1973.

Community activation, as part of stakeholder theory, will be applied to retrieve those

stories from present communities. Recollections are subjective and cannot be regarded

as a 'truth', as what is truth to one person may not be truth to another. However, many

of these stories will be the only remaining truth in existence. Applying principles of

community activation through a well thought out methodology that builds the

framework necessary for people to participate will ensure a more robust capture of the

oral histories.

The research will help create new understandings of once existing communities in

company ghost towns where the company was or is in the business of sewage

treatment, allowing for consideration of prejudice and discrimination existing around

sewage treatment and the effect of that on a cohesive and self-sustaining company

town community.

Drawing on resources of conventional historiography, creative writing and cross

art-form approaches, the research will be the first social history of its kind to record the

stories of the community behind the making of one of Australia's most important civic

works projects in the 1890s and into the 1900s.
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