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Football, oral history and fandom: testimonials of the supporters clubs

association in Brazil

Brazil is considered one of the countries with the highest rates of fatal clashes between

football supporters. The increase in casualties has alarmed the public opinion since at

least 1988, when a premeditated murder was committed against the founder and

leader of a significant organized fan club. Since then, over two hundred deaths have

been reported by the specialized sports chronicles. Over the last decades, initiatives

from the Department of Public Prosecution have been trying to mitigate this scenario

with legal prohibition measures and acts of legal extinguishment of the fan

organizations. However, the expected effect still seems far from being reached. Federal

laws of repressive nature have also been applied, leading to equally dubious and

questionable results.

This presentation will examine a case study, with the discourse analysis of a group of fan

club leaders from the city of Rio de Janeiro who are responsible for the creation of a

statewide organization, the Federation of Organized Football Fan Clubs of Rio de

Janeiro. Founded in 2008, FTORJ was born in a critical moment for supporter

associations in the city, with the resurgence of a wave of conflicts and deaths among the

members of opposing teams. A meeting started by leaders of what are called the Youth

Football Fan Clubs, seen as the most problematic ones in the city due to the deliberate

hostility patterns and systematic group confrontations, gave rise to discussions with the

postulation of minimum understanding and a project of collective claim.

The method of Oral History enabled the comprehension of the path of these six leaders,

totaling 14 hours of recording, which allowed for better understanding the senses and

the specific meanings that they attributed to the foundation of an organization that

defends and mobilizes the rights of the groups of supporters in Rio de Janeiro.
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"I went to amatch as soon as possible." Soccer andmale identity

Concerning the fields �personal and shared narratives" and "oral history and different

diciplines" this address will discuss the topic �identity" with case studies from the field

of sports. Some years ago an old emigré from Germany who fled the Nazi regime (and,

by the way, later became Leon TrotzkyŽs bodyguard) began his memories about the

importance of soccer for his ethnic and cultural identity with the words: "Tears were

running down my face when I watched a poor football game on a windy day in the

outskirts of New York. All what I have lost in Germany came into my mind when I

watched this terrible game. My language, my culture, my family and – soccer!" Religious

Zionist Moshe Safrai, who left Austria 1938 remembered: �I went to a (soccer) match as

soon as possible. As religious person, soccer was not my main interest. But in this

context it served for me as substitute for home." The interviewee was aware of the

construction in his personal narrative. We know that identification wih a soccer team

can be an interesting measure for identity. This does not only touch the field of positive

identification and integration but as well the terms antagonism and hostility.

Soccer/football is a good example for the power of identification and

non-identification. Most interviews were conducted long time ago. Interviews with old

football players and supporters, mostly emigrants who fled from Austria and Germany

in the 1930 and 1940s, will show the specific importance of soccer for male identity and

identification. Fort them soccer was more than sports.
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Another vision of the city, another cognition: first glimpse on bodymemories and

the skateboard culture in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)

We can think of skateboarding advent in Brazil and the development of this sports'

practice as a privileged locus for the study of young urban culture and a meeting point

for young people, who experienced the conquest of certain territories of the city. These

territories were previously abandoned or associated with other ends, which did not

allow their appropriation by sportsmen. Through the memory of the old skaters and

also through the private audiovisual collections produced by the own deponents, we

can find images that tell us a lot about the cultural practices of the youth that fights for

the right to the city, culture, and leisure in the public space. We analyzed the memories

of skateboarding as a young culture in contemporary urban space and its activism for

the right to the city. How could oral history of old skaters' lives, their experiences,

artistic productions (such as photographs and videos) and their personal archives make

us understand about the uniqueness of this urban culture in its relation to the city and

the political projects that involves the possibilities of new configurations of the urban

space? In this presentation, we will point out the multiple relationships between the

practice of street skateboarding and other elements of contemporary urban culture –

e.g. graffiti, music, fashion, drug use and other specificities – and what is the meaning

of skate in a city with all the social problems inherent of hyper metropolis, such as Rio

de Janeiro. In addition, we will discuss, through a historical perspective, the actions of

skaters, their conflicts with the State, processes of resistance, as well as, other forms of

activism that 'Coletivo XV' – an organized group of skaters from Brazil- has continuously

carried out in its struggle for the right to experience the city's public areas.
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Oral history research and game studies

This paper aims to provide a critical overview and preliminary classification of oral

history sources used in historical research of digital games. Game studies is a young

interdisciplinary field that emerged in the early 2000s and is focused on the study of

digital games. In recent years, the discipline has experienced what can be called a

historical turn, as the investigation of local game histories attracts a growing number of

academics around the world. As a result oral history collections are being developed at

numerous research centres, including Australia (Stuckey et al. 2013) and Poland (Sitarski

2016), and many individual studies involve oral history methods (e.g. Kerttula 2017;

Suominen & Sivula, forthcoming).

However, even though the scientific research in this area is growing, the historiography

of digital games is still mostly done by participatory historians and hobbyists (Suominen

2016). It is worth noticing, therefore, that many of the existing oral history sources have

been collected and preserved outside of academia. The paper analyzes a wide

spectrum of available sources, including interviews, online inquiries and discussion, as

well as video game playthroughs recorded (or streamed) with a player's commentary

(so-called 'Let's Plays'). These sources can be produced with or without a researcher's

involvement, and we propose to use this criteria as a basic classification tool.

Reflecting on previous studies, we discuss the use of various oral history sources in

different genres of video games historiography – i.e. enthusiast, emancipatory,

genealogical, and pathological (Suominen 2016). We suggest to apply this typology in

order to better understand the existing approaches to oral history in game studies, and

to stress the need for a critical evaluation of research methods, taking into account the

latest developments in oral history theory (Abrams 2016).
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