
David Staton1, KathleenM Ryan2

1University of Northern Colorado, USA
2University of Colorado Boulder, USA

Pin Up! The Interactive Documentary: An Experiment in Narrator Agency and User

Engagement

"Tell me a story," is the plea of the oral historian to the narrator. Those stories are

powerful, at times becoming what Walter Benjamin (1969) called mémoire involuntaire,

memories lodged in our brains despite our efforts to the contrary. Oral historians, as

Donna Harraway (1988) notes, must come "to terms (that) the agency of the 'objects'

studied is the only way to avoid gross error and false knowledge" (592-93).

However, oral history also has another demand: publication or an active insertion into

the public sphere beyond the traditional archive. The interactive documentary, or i-doc,

is one way to achieve this goal. As Judith Aston (2016) notes, the format allows for user

engagement and participation of an almost-encyclopedic amount of data housed in a

navigable virtual space, demonstrating a type of "embodied interaction" (online). If the

analog documentary is a linear story with a pre-ordained beginning, middle, and end,

the i-doc allows the user to "play" the story, navigating between ideas, people, and

things in a non-linear manner. The order of the elements is less important than the

stories that are being told.

This audio-visual presentation explores an interactive documentary

(www.pinupthemovie.com) and how the producer and director have made conscious

choices to achieve narrator agency. In this project, many of the women self-identify of

feminist and claim pin-up offers them feelings of empowerment. the i-doc allows for

robust exploration of these claims. Unlike the traditional documentary, where the bulk

of interviews end up on the virtual cutting room floor, interactive storytelling allows for

the inclusion of full archival interviews embedded alongside traditional edited stories.

We argue that the i-doc offers potential for oral historians: story-driven narrative,

narrator agency, academic contextualization, and user- and narrator-friendly archival

storage in a single web-based platform.
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