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"'We do not become refugees by choice': Testimony froma Life ofWar and Conflict"

This paper examines the life and work of Maria Mia Truskier. From an extensive oral

history, and a rich trove of letters and photographs, we learn of a life that spanned over

90 years of war and conflict on two continents.

Born in 1920, Mia was a Jew who fled Warsaw in 1940, lived out World War II in Italy, and

came to the USA in 1949, settling in California. A talented artist, she was until her death

in 2014 a longtime activist with the East Bay Sanctuary Covenant (EBSC) in Berkeley.

Often referred to as EBSC's "oldest refugee," Mia worked for decades assisting those

fleeing from war and hardship, mainly from Central America and Haiti. When asked why

she did this work, she responded: "The answer is simple, because I will never forget

what it is like to be a refugee."

Mia Truskier grew up in a prosperous, assimilated Jewish family that identified as Poles,

did not speak Yiddish or practice religion. Her family enjoyed a comfortable life in

Warsaw, a city of cabarets, movie theaters, and renowned institutions of culture and

learning in newly independent Poland. World War II crashed into this life, forcing Mia

and her young husband to flee to Italy, leaving her mother behind hiding on the Aryan

side waiting for the return of Mia's father and brother, who had joined the military to

resist the German invasion and ended up in a Soviet work camp.

As both a victim of war and an advocate for refugees, Mia's life universalizes the refugee

crises historically. Just as doors slammed shut to deny Jews and others escaping Nazi

persecution safe harbor, so too people fleeing war, conflict, and violence in Central

America, Syria and other places have faced ugly opposition as they seek asylum in the

USA.
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Andor Skotnes

The Sage Colleges, USA

Memories of Resistance in the U.S. Black Freedom andWorkers' Movements

during the LongWorldWar

I am submitting this proposal to the IOHC under the theme "War and Other Conflicts."

My paper draws on the oral histories of several Black American men and women

involved in freedom and working class struggles during what has been called "Long

World War." In their testimonies my informants describe the people and events that

shaped their lives during the international World War that extended in a number of

forms and phases from 1914 to 1945, and during the related social war of class and

racial-ethnic struggle in the U.S. that permeated that period. They grew up in a largely

working class African American community in the metropolitan Baltimore, Maryland,

during the early part of this period, then acted intentionally to challenge and transform

the shifting class and racial realities they encountered in the United Sates during the

later part. While struggling for racial liberation and working-class advancement at

home, these activists also sought to impact international realities like the world-wide

Great Depression, the growing threats and realities of war in the thirties (especially in

Ethiopia and Spain), and what they came to see as the global war against fascism and

racism in the early forties.

Their memories of their resistance and activism during this complex period of war were

fundamental to their life-long processes of defining who they were, and of creating and

recreating their identities. Both the local and international aspects of the Long War

formed them, and this formation was evident decades later, despite the effects of

intervening years, in the memories they offered to oral history researchers. Hence, a

major theme of my paper is the relationship of war, resistance, and memory as revealed

through oral history.
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Claire Skotnes (accepted substitute on Grele panel)

New York Historical Society, USA

The Struggle for Popular Schools in Argentina-accepted as substitute paper on

Grele panel

I am submitting this proposal to the IOHC under the theme "War and Other Conflicts.

My presentation will examine the formation of alternative schools in Buenos Aires

between 2011-2017, these schools were inspired by democratic theories developed by

various 20th century social movements, and shaped by the direct experience of

socio-political struggles. During the 21st century, as Argentina experienced an

economic recession and massive layoffs, disgruntled workers reacted by taking control

of their workplaces. A decade later, this movement, known as fábricas recuperadas, or

recuperated factories, had revolutionized people's perspectives everywhere, and had

inspired educational workers to establish alternative schools known as bachilleratos

populares ['popular' high schools] often situated inside fábricas recuperadas. In these

schools, teachers and students attempted to create an educational system of equality

and autonomy. I examine how both parties fought and worked together to create their

alternative schools, and how each understood the purpose of their struggle.

This paper will outline the fundamentals of early 21st century Argentine social

movements as background to the conflicts both against and within the bachilleratos

populares. The teachers, steeped in the ideal of cooperatism and Marxist theory, and

the students (aged 17-60) often from socially disadvantaged environments, confronted

the Education Ministry in solidarity to fight for the legitimacy of their schools. Yet, while

teachers and students were unified, they sometimes took contradictory viewpoints on

the nature of popular, autonomy, and sovereignty– ideals fundamental to their

movement.

My paper explores the intersecting contradictions in the bachilleratos' struggle through

an investigation of two schools, based on interviews with both teachers and students,

the anthropological practice of participant-observation, and secondary research. With

these resources, I attempt to explain how the movement shaped its ideologies of

popular, its historical understandings, and its social definitions, in the context of

external and internal clashes of identity.
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Javier Cervera-Gil

Universidad Francisco de Vitoria, Spain

True or false loyalties in the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939): the case of the

"Guardia Civil"

A very relevant aspect about the uprising that originated the Spanish Civil War

(1936-1939) is the number of reasons that justifies why the members of the public order

forces were given a choice either to join the insurgents or to remain loyal to the

Republic. In the present article we focus on the "Guardia Civil", a military force that have

been keeping public order in Spain since the 19th century. Thus we analyze the

different reasons that led its agents to opt for one "side" or the other. These reasons go

beyond the merely ideological component. We find family ties, geopolitical factors at

the time of the coup d'etat, pressures from society or compliance with the current laws.

For this type of historical approach the written sources are insufficient, since we are

faced with subjective positions and very private motivations that are not usually

documented. Likewise, witnesses testimonies are practically impossible, due to the fact

that eight decades have passed since the end of the Spanish War. However, the memory

transmitted from generation to generation of such traumatic events is not very much

valued by historians. In many cases, as it is common in a military force, membership

passes from parents to children. Due to this limited evidence of historical facts, it is very

revealing historiographically to gather these oral narratives and life stories from the

memory of the descendants of the protagonists, and this is the contribution of this

article. Through personal interviews and their subsequent contextualization, we will

present an exhaustive analysis of the reasons that led the "guardias civiles", members of

this homeland security force, to defend the legal regime or to combat it.
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