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Always in the human consciousness of the people: The IrishWar of Independence:

Violence, vernacular social memory and history

In the Irish War of Independence (1919-21) and subsequent Civil War (1922-23), much

of the fighting was conducted within communities who often knew both the killer and

the victim. Where conventional warfare offers the anonymity of distance and

impersonality of soldiers, the Irish War of Independence was inherently local and often

personalised. In relatively homogenous, stable communities, traumatic incidents were

sometimes dealt with through silence, which in turn became intergenerational. This

presentation explores the epistemic consequences of this reality as understood

through a careful assessment of the oral history, tradition and social memory of the

period in County Clare, gleaned from over 400 interviews conducted by the author. The

presentation is based on doctoral research into ways in which the narrative of the Irish

War of Independence has been produced, preserved, shaped and reshaped since its

conclusion. Central to this research was the identification and exploration of registered

silences in that memory. A thesis emerges that violence at a local level has significant

implications on social memory. Combined with conventional historiography's lack of

attention to this dynamic, this leaves a gap in our understanding of the experiential

reality of the period. Finally, the important relationship between epistemology and

memory is tentatively explored in order to assess whether the registered silences are

based on a lack of knowledge or a continued attempt to forget. The presentation will

suggest that Irish historiography requires additional methods in both research and

interpretation in order to register and investigate aspects of history which have

remained hidden. This will assist in arriving at a deeper and truer insight into the

experiential reality of this period in Irish history.
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The Politics of ReshapingMemories: A tale of a Local Government in India

In India, the 73rd constitutional amendment of 1992 provides a three-tier system of

local self-governments, the panchayats. Even before the constitutional amendment,

the panchayats were revitalised in West Bengal, a state in eastern India, after a Left

Front led political alliance came to power. The panchayats played a crucial role in the

State in delivery of various pro-poor programmes such as land reform, disaster relief,

and poverty alleviation schemes. However, the existing scholarship shows how the

politicisation of the panchayats was commonplace, where major decisions were taken

by the ruling alliance, and not always by the elected members. The Left-led alliance

held their majority both in the State and in the panchayats ceaselessly for 34 years since

its inception. The long era of the alliance came to an end in 2011, when the opposition

party, led by Trinamool Congress swept to power with a massive victory in the state

assembly elections. This was soon followed by their win in 2013 panchayat elections in

the state. In this context of political changeover, we analyse how the memories of

common people, elected panchayat members, and local politicians shape the everyday

functioning of panchayats under the current regime. Through ethnographic fieldwork

in the Village Panchayat, the lowest tier of the panchayat system, we show how the

memory of the panchayats has faded out as a result of the party-society interface;

however, we argue that this memory could be found outside the traditional boundaries

of the organisation, beyond the formal repositories of memories of the panchayat. We

also show how the Village Panchayat maintains a mechanically produced spurious

memory through formation of a party-panchayat team during this phase of political

changeover.

– IOHA 2018 MEMORY & NARRATION, THE XX INTERNATIONAL ORAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE, UNIVERSITY OF JYVÄSKYLÄ, FINLAND –



SaeidehMahrami, Samir Ketf

independent, Iran

The uniform oral historiography in Iran, the reasons of appearance, effects and

results

In this article we talk about the main characteristics of a special kind of oral

historiography which is called Uniform oral historiography (UOH).

After studying many oral history books in Iran, we have a look at different internal and

external reasons of the appearance of UOH. The reasons like starting the eight-year war

between Iran and Iraq immediately after the Islamic revolution in Iran and the reactions

of different countries to these two important events.

Uniform oral history, because of creating some limitations for interviewer, interviewee

or even the selection of the interview subject has many effects on the normal process of

oral historiography in Iran. Some examples of the uniform oral history effects are the

prohibition of interviewing with special people, intentional destruction of the war

documents, silence of the main commanders about some vague issues in the war,

sanctification of the war and the amount of unsaid reality. In addition, the results of

these effects in the future are studied in this article.

A part of this article is about the intervention of other countries in the eight-year

bloody war between Iran and Iraq. Some intervention like supporting Iraq as the enemy

of Iran, omitting Iraq from the list of the countries which supported terrorism and

establishing complete diplomatic relationship with Iraq during the war.

These items indirectly caused the appearance of Uniform historiography in Iran which is

expanded these years.
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From Refineries to McMansions – Heritage from Below in Social Geography

As urban populations expand and drive demand for housing, metropolitan mixed-use

locations are frequently targeted for residential development. Gradually, living and

working communities are redefined by the forces that have led to their redevelopment.

'Heritage from below' and 'subaltern history' have been adopted by social geographers

to access personal narratives from communities responding to their changing

environments. Oral history practice can produce valuable data to explore a complex

sense of place and urban identity that emerges when the profile of a suburb slowly but

deeply alters.

Mosman Park, a suburb located on the Swan River between Perth and Fremantle on the

West Australian coast was once home to numerous large industrial workplaces

established in the early 20th Century. Tracts of virgin bush land, proximity to the river,

the convenience of a railway line and affordable housing made Mosman Park a prime

site for industrial development. From the 1970s onwards most operations ceased and

the sites were sold to private investors for residential development purposes, brought

about by industrial globalisation and economic rationalisation. Mosman Park's

unrivalled access to Perth's river foreshores, Indian Ocean beaches and neighbouring

affluent suburbs attracted wealthy purchasers to large detached homes, thus the

transition changed not only the land use, but also, the local social profile. Demolition of

cottages for low cost high-rise housing has also added to the varied social and visual

mix.

Mosman Park has now an unusually economically diverse population, a unique profile

greatly shaped by its industrial past – from which no physical traces remain. This

presentation, supported with audio and photographic materials presents the findings

from an oral history project from 2017 that sought to capture the experiences and

reflections of those who lived, worked and played in Mosman Park, 'between river and

sea', in the mid-century decades.
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Master Narratives and Counter-Narratives Revisited: On the Political Heritage of

Finnish Civil War in Light of the Controversy over Anniversary Coin Series in

Spring 2017.

The Republic of Finland celebrates its 100th anniversary of independence in 2017, and

in April 2017, Suomen Rahapaja, The Mint of Finland, announced the government's

plan to publish a series of commemorative coins to mark the occasion. Because of two

controversial images in the coins, the plan caused immediate negative reaction in the

social media, which led to the immediate cancellation of the coin series. One of the

controversial images in the coins depicted an execution scene from the Civil War in

1918, and the other, the 3-year old Syrian refugee Alan Kurdi, found dead on Turkish

shore in September 2015.

The designer of the coin series had wished to depict both achievements and challenges

relevant to Finland and its history, but the chosen images appeared to fit in poorly with

the political climate of today's social media. This does not only include a critical view on

the government's immigration policies but the apparent domination of the Civil War

interpretation that emerged as a counter narrative from the 1960s onward. This

challenged the original master narrative, which celebrated the winners of the Civil War

and silenced the memory of those who were linked to the losing side.

My paper will discuss the short media drama over the controversial coin images from

the perspective of Finnish Civil War master and counter narratives, on the one hand,

and the possible linking of the now dominant counter narrative to the critical

discourses on the government's immigration policies, on the other. Both have to do

with the symbolic representation of political heritage and the narration of memory.
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