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'GeorgeWashington' and the FuzzyWuzzy Angel: legend-making in wartime

Papua

Our presentation addresses the way in which memories of a turbulent time – the

Second World War in Papua and New Guinea (PNG) – have been transformed across

generations.

In 2014, researchers representing PNG's National Museum and Art Gallery recorded oral

history interviews with Papua New Guineans about their, or their forebears', experiences

during the War.

For the people of one PNG village where research was conducted, Hanau, their

memories were shaped by the iconic photograph taken at the peak of the fighting, on

25 December 1942, by the journalist George Silk. For the Hanau people, this

photograph of a wounded Australian soldier, George 'Dick' Whittington, being escorted

away from the fighting by a Hanau man, Raphael Oimbari, represents all that they

wanted to have recorded about their parents' generations encounter with the War. For

Australians and other outsiders, the same photograph has become inextricably located

in the creation of a modern legend: the 'fuzzy wuzzy angel'.

In our presentation, we will consider how the taking of this photograph and its

subsequent appropriation as an iconic image of the War in Papua New Guinea has

influenced the understandings of contemporary PNG people, including from Hanau,

about the part played by earlier generations of Papua New Guineans.
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Oral History and Folklore: A Study of Traditional Environmental Knowledge and

Perceptions among Ethnic groups of Aravalli Mountains of India

The proposed article intends to highlight oral history as an alternative source for the

writing of history, particularly of the Aravali mountain region of India, which is

inhabited by numerous indigenous communities Such as Bhil, Garasia, Meena Saharia,

Kathodi and Damore. The article is completely focused on the traditional knowledge of

these ethnic groups because there is a dearth of written documents, archaeological and

other evidences. In this study, we tried to present the richness of their narrative

extracted from oral history, as a source of environmental facts and symbols concerning

how they interact and perceive their ecosystem. Still, these ethnic groups believe in the

traditional way of treatment of various ailments, by using medical plants rather than

modern treatment. A study was conducted to record the plants used by tribes of

Aravalli mountains to treat their ailments such as injuries, wounds, cuts, cold & fever,

bone fractures, asthma, snake bites, sexual diseases etc. The oral history interview

process allows these groups to reflect on their landscape aesthetics preferences,

leading to bottom-up proposals for conservation, and reconstruction of landscape

changes. As an alternative source, the study of Oral traditions is significant to explain

and understand societies in the context of preserving cultural diversity and protecting

minority cultures of indigenous peoples, as it is a living and still developing tradition,

rather than just a memory of past, particularly with the growth of ethnic identity crises

in recent times. The purpose of this research article is to examine: the factors that

determine environmental perceptions among various ethnic groups; To study

environmental knowledge which reflects in their belief systems and folklore; and how

this role and environmental perceptions are affected by global environmental change

in this region.
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LEGENDOF THE AABHU THANYI: NATIVE ORAL TRADITIONS OF NORTH EAST

INDIA

Legend of the Aabhu Thanyi: Native Oral Traditions of North East India

Tana Showren

Abstract: The North East India comprised eight sister states namely; Arunachal Pradesh,

Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. Among these

eight sister states Arunachal Pradesh is the largest and youngest state with 26 major

tribes with number of sub-tribes. The cultural and language affinity are observed

among the tribes like the Nyishi, the Tagin, the Apatani, the Galo, and the Adi who

maintain the common ancestor known as the Aabhu Thanyi. A popular tradition

current among these tribes maintained that they descended from the common

ancestor, known as Aabhu Thanyi which bears some degree of similarities in terms of

racial origin, migration and cultural ethos among the Thanyi groups. Historically, they

have always been similar, but due to their wide geographical distributions and

linguistic diversification, they settled in different parts and regions of the State. Their

languages are quite akin to one another and cultural homogeneities are amply

discernible in the pattern of marriage, rituals and festivals with slight variations. Yet

there is a strong underlying connection which binds them together as common

descendant of a single forefather of the Aabhu Thanyi. In the absence of written records

and variation in the oral traditions, it is often shrouded in myths, legends and folktales

about the historicity of the Aabhu Thanyi among the descendants.

With this background, the present paper is to focus on the various legend and traditions

maintained by the tribes about the Aabhu Thanyi in the form of oral traditions.

Secondly, to find out the cultural homogeneity among the descendants of Aabhu

Thanyi which forms as the common legacy and heritage of the history and culture of

descendant of the Thanyi communities.

Key words: Legend, homogeneity, Aabhu Thanyi, narrators, oral traditions.
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Tradición y folclore en México. La cultura oral  y el  patrimonio inmaterial  

mexicano 

 

Descubrir y comprender la importancia del pasado a través de la historia oral pareciera 

que no es tarea fácil; para muchos historiadores recuperar la memoria de personajes 

que han sido considerados “anónimos” puede no resultarle atrayente porque se fía 

solamente del uso de fuentes documentales y de archivo; sin embargo, sabemos que 

en las últimas décadas la historia oral ha jugado un papel trascendental para obtener 

información difícil de encontrar en libros o documentos de archivo.  

 

Si nos preguntáramos ¿por qué emprender estudios de personajes que no son héroes 

o al menos individuos reconocidos por la sociedad? ¿es válido recopilar y mostrar los 

relatos aportados por este tipo de personajes como una contribución al rescate de la 

tradición oral independientemente de su veracidad?  Para dar respuesta, considero 

que la metodología a seguir es la “metodología cualitativa” ya que resulta ser 

substancial cuando se utiliza la historia de vida o los métodos biográficos donde es 

factible descubrir parte del contexto sociohistórico y la vida cotidiana de nuestros 

personajes, así como también sus anhelos, deseos, creencias o frustraciones. 

 

Con el propósito de mostrar el vínculo existente entre memoria y narración, de las 

tradiciones y el folclor con la historia oral, en esta comunicación se expone un texto 

que versa sobre la vida y obra de  Gumersindo España Olivares, artesano y narrador 

oral de Juventino Rosas, Gto., comunidad donde se trasmiten formidables historias y 

leyendas que se han preservado gracias a la tradición oral y que nuestro personaje 

aprendió desde niño al escuchar a su abuelo relatarlas, salvaguardando gran parte de 

la memoria e identidad del pueblo.  
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Tradition and folklore in Mexico. Oral  culture and Mexican intangible 

heritage 

 

Discovering and understanding the importance of Memory and Narration through oral 

history seems that it is not an easy task. For many historians to recover the memory of 

people who have been considered "anonymous" could not result interesting because 

it relies only on the use of documentary sources and files. However, we know that in 

recent decades, oral history has played a crucial role in obtaining information hard to 

find in books or in file documents. 

 

If it was questioned, Why do we have to develop research about people who are not 

heroes or at least recognized individuals by society? Is it valid to collect and display the 

stories that have been said by such characters as a contribution to the rescue of the 

oral tradition, regardless of its veracity?  To answer this question, I believe that the best 

methodology is the "qualitative methodology" because the research can be 

substantial when using the life history or biographical methods where it is feasible to 

discover the socio-historical context and the everyday life of our characters, as well as 

their ambitions, desires, beliefs and frustrations. 

 

With the purpose of showing the link between memory and narration, of traditions 

and folklore with oral history, in this communication a text is exposed that deals with 

the life and work of Gumersindo Spain Olivares, artisan and oral narrator of Juventino 

Rosas , Gto., Community where formidable stories and legends are transmitted that 

have been preserved thanks to oral tradition and that our character learned as a child 

by listening to his grandfather relate them, safeguarding much of the memory and 

identity of the people. 




