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History with chickpeas, a family and the rural community that lived in the

northeast of the province of Santa Cruz – Patagonia Argentina – in the first half of

the 20th century.

The work of an interdisciplinary research team of the tangible and Intangible Cultural

heritage of the northeast of the province of Santa Cruz, in Patagonia Argentina, gave

rise to a sound file that has led to, on some of its interviews, new research questions

which are able to give shape to unpublished narratives through the analysis and

interpretation of the obtained stories.

Lucrecia and Ivan, mother and son, recall the Basque grandfather, and the narrative that

arises gives life to a family history, the characteristics of the region inhabited and the

economic and political vicissitudes of the first part of the 20th century. The oral

historical account of both of them, composed of certain sequences of events that have

already occurred, narratively emerges with force to give life to the village called Fitz Roy,

which originated as a second-rate railway station and grew up under the aegis of the

Patagonian national railroad, as other towns of the region. At present, it has a small

population due to the lack of economic means to produce its growth.

Other cities along the Rails progressed thanks to oil and gas activity from its

surroundings, at a later stage of the wool production stage which was the first engine of

economic development in the region and which resulted in the construction of the

railway in 1909 as a means of transportation of wool and meat.

Anecdotes and fragmentary stories are linked with the process of immigration, the

significance of the railway, rural laborers conflict which ended tragically and the daily

habits of the time, highlighting the sowing of chickpea in an arid area as a significant

detail linked to perseverance and creativity of a local resident.
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Family Narratives and Historical Consciousness

This paper draws upon a current oral history research project in New Zealand entitled

'The Missing Link: Pakeha Intergenerational Family Memory'. Following a random

sample of national electoral rolls oral history interviews were recorded with sixty

multigenerational families whose forebears migrated to New Zealand between 1840

and 1914. The semi-structured interviews with a family member from each adult

generation include orally transmitted stories about the family past, knowledge of

genealogical research, material inheritance, and reflection upon family/national history.

The scholarly identification of the family as a crucial mnemonic community was first

made by the sociologist Maurice Halbwachs in the 1920s, as part of a wider theory

about 'collective memory' that has been a foundational influence on the

interdisciplinary field of memory studies over the past thirty years. Halbwachs' insights

have been reinforced more recently in public history surveys in the United States,

Australia and Canada. In these surveys respondents indicated that they placed more

trust in family memory than in other forms of historical knowledge. Family stories,

therefore, may play a central role in the formation of popular historical consciousness,

defined as the ways in which individuals link past, present and future and orient

themselves in terms of time.

Narrative is understood to be integral to the construction of personal historical

consciousness (Straub, 2005). In this paper I will investigate this supposition and ask: to

what extent, and in what ways, do the New Zealand oral histories about the family past

fit into scholarly theories about narrative, and what are the implications for the

conceptualisation of historical consciousness?
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Life history of European Fathers in the Northeast Region of Brazil (1950/2000)

Life history of European Fathers in the Northeast Region of Brazil (1950/2000)

This text is the result of the historiographical reflections built from the interviews with

five Catholic priests – José Servat (French nationality), Xavier Gilles de Maupeou

DŽAbleiges (French nationality), Jacobus Josephus De Boer (Dutch nationality),

Lambertus Bogaard (Dutch nationality) and Jose Comblin (Belgian nationality) that in

the late 1950s and early 1960s, under the guidance of the Encyclical Fidei Donum,

accepted the mission of emigrating to the Northeast region of Brazil.

The statements about the life history of these priests are documents for reflection and

analysis of different kind of themes, such as: the clash of worldviews – imperialism /

colonialism versus wisdom of the poor people – ; the clash between the official mission

offered by the Encyclical Fidei Donum to combat Spiritism, Communism and

Protestantism and the political persecution that they suffer after the military coup of

1964, for being considered communist priests; the clash between rural workers/small

landowners and the large landowners experienced by these priests who are inspired by

the gospel stand in defense of the first; the clash between liberation theology

advocates and opposing sectors in Latin America and Rome; the clash between the

perspective of a Church articulated the Ecclesial Base Communities (CEBs) and the

Church focused only on religious rituals and practices. These are some of the themes

that these accounts of life history in parallel with other documents allow us to broaden

our understanding of Brazils past and present history and itŽs relation to the political,

religious, cultural and economic history of the Western world.
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Deconstructing oral histories of family strategies through record linkage:

Contrasting interview, tax, welfare and parishmaterials from early 20th century

Finland

Research based on oral histories often exhibits an ambivalent relationship towards the

treatment of narrative interviews as sources on facts. Preferred questions and

methodological advances have for long focused on post-linguistic-turn approaches. On

the other hand, particularly when analyzing life courses, basic facts about material

context and events tend to be liberally drawn from the same narratives. The notion that

omissions and silences can be significant in reading discourses is well established.

Nevertheless, juxtaposition of oral and official sources tends to focus on what the latter

are missing or distorting, rather than the other way around. This paper provides an

extensive record linkage exercise in order to compare life courses as represented in oral

histories with life courses as constructed from official sources. Oral histories of workers

discussing household survival strategies in early 20th century Finland have been linked

with the tax, parish, poor relied and address records on the same individuals and

families. This makes it possible to actually detect and include into analysis the

omissions and incongruences between oral representations and official records. The

argument is that the effect of a traditional "fact-checking" exercise can be dramatic for

the interpretation of oral narratives and the representations they are providing.

Contrasting with other sources can make seemingly innocuous factual statements in

oral histories highly significant in terms of self-representation and identity construction

by showing what has been left unsaid or altered.
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On the picket line withmum: family, memory and the anti-war movement in

Australia, 1965-1973.

In 1965, angered by the Australian government's conscription of young men to fight in

the Vietnam War, a group of Sydney mothers formed a grassroots movement that

rapidly went national. Their single purpose was reflected in its name – Save Our Sons –

and for eight long years they sought to do just that, protesting in capital cities and

regional centres across Australia. Often it was a family affair with their sons, many of

them draft resisters, also joining the protest movement. Others were young boys,

forced to tag along with their mothers in the absence of formal child-care. Some also

faced retribution and bullying at school, their mothers frequently denounced as 'bad

mothers', 'traitors' and 'a disgrace to womanhood'. Half a century later, as part of a

history of the SOS, I interviewed several sons about their memories of their mothers'

part in the movement. Viewed through the prism of familial ties, these memories

provide a glimpse of an alternative family life among those who protested, and

touching insights into the complexity of relationships between mothers and their

young adult sons during what was a tumultuous period of social change in Australia,

particularly for women. In assessing the legacy of the SOS movement, however, these

'love letters' to mum are perhaps less useful, even problematic, tending to

over-emphasise the role not only of individuals but of the organisation. This paper uses

the oral history interviews of five sons as case studies highlighting some of the benefits

and pitfalls of using personal narratives in organisational histories.
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Inheritance of history narratives and their relationship to post-Soviet history

culture

In the post-Soviet world the memories of the Soviet era are still influential in several

ways. In this paper, based on my PhD project, I investigate these memories on two

levels. On the macro level the post-Soviet countries are still constructing their identities

and their relationship to their own past. On the micro level, individuals have their own

memories (life narratives, personal experiences) they use to construct their own

understanding about the Soviet era. The relationship between the micro and macro

levels is not a simple one.

My focus in on Estonia, a post-socialist society representing countries that gained their

independence after WW1, lost it during WW2, re-gained it at the collapse of the Soviet

Union and in which post-Soviet history narratives related to the Soviet era are in conflict

with former Soviet history culture. I examine how individuals of three generations

reminisce about the Soviet era and how history narratives are transmitted in families

from older generations to younger ones and to what extent these history narratives

reflect history culture in Estonia. From methodological perspective, I position my

research into the oral historical tradition and use also discourse analysis.
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