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Archiving and recording of oral history on the example of the National Film

Archive's Collection of sound recordings

Aim of the paper is to show oral history as a collection-maker of a large volume of data

that needs to be effectively described, accessed and presented. Building a collection or

fund puts high demands on appropriate archiving and records. An example of a specific

collection illustrates the complex process of analyzing the options and their subsequent

application. The National Film Archive's Collection of sound recordings represents a

unique thematic unit, which is unparalleled in the Czech context. It is the only collection

of oral history that is so narrowly defined by a single discipline. Therefore it also has

specific needs of data management. Selected examples will present the practical and

methodological pitfalls of these efforts. The primary goals of appropriate archiving are

long-term data preservation and user-friendly curatorial and research-friendly user

experience. Offering a database interface that suits the combination of these claims is a

tricky task that needs to be addressed in conjunction with the existing capabilities

combined with the specific needs of the collection and institution to which it belongs.
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Memory of the Social Sciences in Brazil: Audiovisual Research and Documentation

Project

The presentation discusses the largest project of oral history on the memory of Social

Sciences made in Brazil. It was developed at the School of Social Sciences at the

Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV/CPDOC), the pioneer institution in the field in Brazil for

having created the first oral history program in the country in 1975. The project was

initiated in 2008 and continues to this date, having already generated a compilation of

about 100 filmed life history interviews with the main Brazilian social scientists

(anthropologists, sociologists and political scientists). The main purpose of the project

is to constitute a documentary corpus and make it fully available on the internet

(www.fgv.br/cpdoc/cientistassociais). The presentation addresses questions such as the

institutional shift to using video recording in oral history after decades of using only

audio recording, adopted procedures for editing, preserving and giving public access to

the interviews, and the impact of the project on the academic community of social

scientists.
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Future of oral history? Virtual asistent for access to historical audiovisual data

Aim of this paper is to present newly developed software tools for documentation and

presentation of nation's cultural memory as it is (and will be) recorded in audiovisual

documents. The project thus belongs primarily to the area of Oral History. The open

software tools created will however serve much broader spectrum of uses of spoken

and audiovisual material – from research to education. State-of-the-art technology of

preservation, local and remote access will be used for depositing, indexing, annotating

and accessing the recordings, and additional tools will be created to support end-users'

research needs. The core of the technologies used will come from the language

technology domain, both for automatic speech recognition and the follow-up text

analysis and indexing, since the value of the recordings of various witnesses of historic

events is primarily in their language content – in what has been said. The user tools will

allow for both quantitative and qualitative processing of the extracted material, for

producing tables, extracts, segments of video and audiomaterial etc. to support

presentation of scientific findings, including their visualization. These outputs will not

only serve research and its dissemination, but will be used in educational materials for

all types of schools. These goals will be materialized by creating an integrated software

platform, a "Virtual assistant" for processing, annotation, enrichment and access to

audio and videorecordings. Most of the software components will be

language-independent, allowing also international use. Project is realized by Institute

of Formal and Applied Linguistics (Charles University) in coopearation with Oral History

Center (Czech Academy of Sciences) and National Film Archive.
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Oral History Practice in National Library of theChina��Taking ChinaMemory

Project as Example

In addition to a collection of Chinese and foreign publications on oral history, National

Library of China began to collect unofficial oral history publications around the country

in 2008 and launched China Memory Project in 2012.

Based on traditional Chinese and foreign documents, National Library of China collects

oral histories in videos or audios, photographs, journals and letters which formed a

system of documents categorized by various topics and we promote this project by

websites, publications, exhibitions, lectures and making feature films. China Memory

Project so far has collected over 1400 hours audio and video oral histories and

documentaries; besides, we have established more than 20 topic-oriented multi-media

collections including "Northeast Allied Army of the Resistance against Japan",

"Contemporary Scholars" and "Our Characters in China", etc.

China Memory Project currently is focusing on doing oral histories of important

librarians and experts in libraries around the country by cooperating with other

libraries; furthermore, similar cooperation pattern will be applied in other industry oral

history projects.

In future, China Memory Project intends to collect oral histories, historic photographs

and other memory resources from the public through specific APP in mobile phones

and website which would become permanent holdings of National Library. Collections

with authorities will be open to the public; National Library will provide preservation

services for the owner of the materials and their offspring. China Memory Project is

aiming at establishing a platform for the preservation and dissemination of memory

resources mainly composed of oral history materials through cooperation in the whole

industry.
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Dédalo,  in the memory labyrinth.  Connecting digital  humanities,  a 

implementation proposal.  

 

For the years the digital work for Oral History archives has been possible. Tasks like 

transcription, indexation o translations are done in digital form and in our work 

model these tasks are done on-line, through Internet, with a server-client model. One 

Dédalo installation can contain various research projects that can be management 

for different teams, bringing to the archives the necessary flexibility to coordinate 

these investigations in a correct way. 

 

In other hand, we meet with the institutions and archives reality that can not (and 

should not) hold the research data of other institutions and in an increasingly 

connected world, only questions of the following kind can arise: How can we 

interconnect archives? How can we share information? How can we complement our 

research? How can we locate a specific topic?… 

 

It is evident; We need to share, therefore, we need a model of sharing information 

but adjusted to the Oral History field. 

 

Today we can find methods to build the interconnection for archives and catalogs 

that can be applied to the Oral History case, but in our point of view, they are very 

"limited" for apply it. Initiatives like: Semantic Web, SPARQL, RDF, Dublin Core, SKOSS, 

Open Linked Data, etc, are models and standards that can create a possible 

framework but we think that is necessary a revision of this initiatives behind a Oral 

History perspective. 

 

For the past 7 years, the Dédalo development has been based on a "Linked Data" 

model, it was built with a object-oriented programming controlled by ontologies that 

meet the flexibility required for create a model of interconnection for Oral History 

archives. 


