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East London – Little Germany 1914

On Tuesday 15th December 1914 a small group of Germans were led to William Ritchie

& Sons, an old jute factory on Carpenter's Road in Stratford, one of their many new

homes during the First World War.

It is certainly not common knowledge that a hundred years ago there were over 50,000

Germans residing in the country. Many Germans settled down and started families in

East London, forming a significant sector of the local community as the area's bakers,

butchers, hairdressers and jewellers. At the outbreak of the war this significant

proportion of London's diverse metropolis was to be irrevocably disturbed.

'Spy fever' gripped the public's imagination. Germans were suspected of leaking

information to the enemy; paranoia fuelled by the sensationalist press. Across East

London, and the country on the whole, German-owned shops, that had at one time

been neighbours, were attacked by violent mobs. One Russian businessman offered a

reward for the person to find those who circulated the libellous rumour that he was in

fact a German.

This paper will use oral history testimonies from descendants of the German

community who were internees in camps in East London, (now the Olympic Park)

during the First World War. The paper will cover their experience of internment and

living through the riots that took place in various locations in London after the sinking

of the passenger ship the RMS Lusitania, a British ocean liner en route from New York to

Liverpool with more than 1900
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Steven Sielaff

Baylor University Institute for Oral History, USA

CultureWar: Home Front Challenges of Central Texas German-Americans during

the Great War

Summary: Many German-American US citizens during World War I, even though they

supported the American war effort and endured the same hardships as the rest of

populace, were harassed, denounced, or in some cases, physically attacked by others

who questioned their loyalty or patriotism. In addition, German culture itself often

came under attack, leaving German-American communities to redefine their collective

identity or temper their role in society. This presentation will focus on narratives from

the Central Texas area found in the archives of the Baylor University Institute for Oral

History. Included are tales from rural Texas towns, the high school in Waco, Texas, and

the campus of Baylor University itself. Through recent digitization, a re-discovery of

these recorded testimonies affords the opportunity to both watch and listen to the

experiences of individuals who lived through this tumultuous era of American history.

Technical Information: This presentation will include video clips of interviews

conducted in the 1970s and 1980s. The audio is in English, and the videos will also be

subtitled in English. The videos will be uploaded into a PowerPoint presentation, but I

plan to also have them available separately in case there are issues with the local

equipment. I will bring all my materials on a portable drive, so I will require a computer,

projector, and speakers.
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Carmeliza Rosario

University of Bergen, Norway

Stills of storms – embedded warmemories in unofficial and neglected

infrastructures

War is a common feature in the history of Mozambique, partly due to the independence

struggle, but mostly due to the post-independence war that lasted 16 years. World War

I, which is usually associated to trenches in Europe, left equally traumatic memories in

Mozambique. Several official infrastructures exist to remember these wars in the

country. These monuments feed a particular and formal narrative. However, other

infrastructures exist that are embedded with memory of these wars and are a stronger

reference to the communities that surround them, than official monuments. Based on

fieldwork conducted between 2014 and 2015 in Zambezia Province, I will present two

instances in which infrastructures hide memories of war not immediately perceptible to

those outside the memory code of the region where they are located. One such

infrastructure is the grave of a Swiss settler, owner and manager of the lessee Company

Boror. The grave is associated to events related to what is locally known as the 'German

War' (Guerra Mulimao). Another example, are the ruins of the master house of a former

"prazo" (leased land estate) that served as the army headquarters in Inhassunge, during

the 16 year war. These instances represent stills of turbulent moments and provide

memories that resist outside official narratives of each of the wars, and which as they

pass from generation to generation take on somewhat mythical status. Because they

are not official monuments and are not cared after, these infrastructures show decay

and may cease to exist entirely in the future. On the other hand, though they render

assistance to local narratives, they also do not elicit action to protect them from

disappearing. This contradictory nature of unofficial infrastructures of memory provide

a rich source for research on memory, particularly regarding the boundary between

memory and myth creation.
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Regis University, USA

Reenacting Their Younger Selves: American Red CrossWomen in Vietnam,

1970-1971

During the Vietnam War, the American Red Cross deployed approximately 630

college-educated, unmarried women to South Vietnam with the Supplemental

Recreation Activities Overseas (SRAO) program. The SRAO program provided diversion

outlets for American soldiers through games, trivia, recreation centers, and other

organized activities. The job of the SRAO women, in short, was to distract the troops

from war. Toward the end of the war, however, the SRAO women encountered soldiers

with jaundiced attitudes regarding the purpose of the failing American military

campaign. As a result, the SRAO women who served in 1970 and 1971 developed more

nuanced perspectives that differ greatly from the women who served earlier in the war.

In my paper, I will focus on how the SRAO women narrated their memories of being in a

war zone during the last two years of the program. With inadequate training, naïve

policies, and complex gender dynamics, the women recalled feeling ill-prepared for the

highly emotive interactions in which they participated. While recounting such

distressing experiences in oral history interviews, the women frequently recited

conversations and thoughts as their younger selves. They, in other words, acted out

their memories in the voices of their youth. I will analyze, in particular, these

performative aspects of the narratives. The reenactments of internal and external

dialogues shed considerable light on what and how the SRAO women remember.

Additionally, the women shared reflective commentary about their experiences that

further reveal the ways in which moral injuries and secondary trauma have shaped the

interpretations of their memories. The performed memories and reflective commentary

demonstrate the immediate and long-term consequences of being intimately close to

war and its destruction.
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Ida Milne

Maynooth University IRC Marie Curie Fellow, Ireland

Politics, memory and THAT influenza pandemic: Ireland at war and revolution

How useful is it to collect oral histories of disease, almost 100 years after an epidemic? If

the epidemic occurs during a time of acute social and political unrest, does that

interfere with the memory deposit? Can more recent political changes alter influenza

narratives? This paper will discuss interviews with Irish survivors and the families of

victims of the 1918-19 influenza pandemic, which occurred during Ireland's

revolutionary period, and try to assess what has been added to or taken away from their

memories of the disease as time and political situations change. As the health of the

Irish had been politicised by the revolutionary and labour movements, we might

logically expect remembrance – both direct and post-memory – of the pandemic to be

political. This paper will explore words and silences in oral histories of the pandemic in

Ireland.
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