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This keynote speech will focus on the development of football in the Nordic countries with focus on 

equality and sustainability which are crucial for the sport. I will use my own story as academic 

practitioner with huge experience from football in different roles and at all levels to address 

contemporary issues in football culture. My experiences as practitioner are from being a player, 

coach, leader and referee, i.e. starting a female team in my home village Manndalen in Northern 

Norway (Sapmi) in 1978, player at the second level in Norway, coach for girls and boys from 8 to 16 

year olds, 1st employed director (1993-1996) of the interest organisation for women’s football 

‘Serieforeningen for kvinnefotball’ (today Toppfotball, women), member of the executive board in 

Norwegian football association (NFA) (1996-2002), legal committee, referee committee, and 

international referee on the first FIFA list (1995) with being the main referee of the first women’s 

Olympic final in Atlanta 1996 with nearly 80,000 spectators.  

In the academic field my doctoral thesis from the Norwegian School of Sport Sciences; 'Elite football 

- a field of changes' (‘Toppfotball – et felt i forandring’, 2006), focused on football, gender, 

professionalisation, commercialisation and media within men’s and women’s elite football in 

Norway. My work as researcher also includes the following larger projects within football: Women’s 

football in USA, Sweden & Norway; Women in sport in Spain, England, Germany & Norway; the 

international NORCORP project, ‘Scandinavian women’s football goes global’; and the on-going 

project is to write the history of women’s football in Norway. 

I will present parts of the history, especially how the Nordic countries i.e. Finland, Norway, and 

Sweden, played a crucial role in the 1980’s at the international tournaments in China, which led the 

path to the first world cup and the first Olympics in women’s football. Nordic teams took part in these 

tournaments, and the Norwegian executive Board member, Ellen Wille was the first female speaker 

at the FIFA congress in Mexico City in 1986 asking for a world cup in women’s football as well as 

inclusion of women’s football in the Olympic programme. Today, there are professional options both 

for men and women in the Nordic countries, and this summer (2022) England will host UEFA 

Women’s EURO. The path to professionalisation of the sport is addressed from a practitioner and 

researcher standpoint. 
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