
Statement concerning the responsible conduct of research (RCR) 
 

What is RCR statement 

Responsible conduct of research statement or RCR statement is a comment whether the manuscript 

adheres to the principles of responsible conduct of research. Supervisor-in-charge writes the statement. 

Supervisor(s) need to report to the faculty if there are problems related to research integrity, for 

example plagiarism. 

The faculty is responsible for providing the Turnitin report and the RCR statement for the preliminary 

examiners in case they want to use it in assessing the manuscript. The preliminary examiners should 

bring forward any violations of the responsible conduct of research encountered in the dissertation. 

 

Writing and sending the statement: The supervisor-in-charge writes the RCR statement and sends it to 

coordinator Heli Niskanen (or in her absence, to Head of Student and Academic Affairs). 

 

Contents of the RCR statement: the RCR statement should always include comment on the results of 

plagiarism detection. In addition, themes could include case-by-case, for example, the following topics, 

which can be found in TENK’s Responsible conduct of research and procedures for handling allegations 

of misconduct in Finland guidelines (http://www.tenk.fi/sites/tenk.fi/files/HTK_ohje_2012.pdf, p. 30): 

 “integrity, meticulousness, and accuracy in conducting research, and in and in recording, 

presenting, and evaluating the research results” 

 [t]he methods applied for data acquisition as well as for research and evaluation, should 

conform to scientific criteria and should be ethically sustainable 

 other researchers’ publications should be cited appropriately and their achievements should be 

given the credit and weight they deserve 

 the research should be planned, conducted, reported and the data obtained during the 

research should be recorded according to the standards set for scientific knowledge 

 the necessary research permits should be acquired and the preliminary ethical review should 

be conducted (if needed) 

 sources of financing and other commitments relevant to the conduct of research should be 

reported 

The statement doesn’t have to be very long, as long as previously mentioned topics are taken into 

account (case-specifically). Usually the length of the statement is no more than one page (A4). 

 

More information on RCR statement 

 Supervision of doctoral dissertations and their review process in Finland with a special emphasis 

on research integrity. Recommendations to universities by the Finnish Advisory Board on 

Research Integrity and Universities Finland UNIFI (2017). 

(http://www.tenk.fi/sites/tenk.fi/files/TENK_UNIFI_recommendations_supervision_of_doctoral

_dissertations.pdf , especially page 16).  

 The University of Jyväskylä Graduate School Steering Board’s Guidelines to further specify the 

degree regulations. https://uno.jyu.fi/en/instructions-and-services/help-centre/educational-

matters/postgraduate-studies/guidelines-to-further-specify-the-degree-regulations-the-

preliminary-examination-and-public-examination-of-a-dissertation 
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