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1 INTRODUCTION: CRISES REDEFINED - HISTORICAL CONTINUITY AND 

SOCIETAL CHANGE (CRISES) 

Started in 2017, for the following four years CRISES is one of the three new profiling areas at 
the University of Jyväskylä. The profiling area builds on the core strengths of the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, including multidisciplinary focus and ability to analyse 
change and continuity in long-term and transnational perspectives. As a whole, this profiling 
area arises from the JYU core field “Languages, culture and communities in global change 
processes”, as defined in the Strategy. This profiling area brings together research 
conducted in various fields of human and social sciences (history, political science, cultural 
studies, ethnology, philosophy, art studies, gender studies, social research, linguistics) that 
has focused on studies of crises, continuity and change. At the institutional level, CRISES 
seeks to demonstrate the benefits gathered from large multidisciplinary units.  

1.1 Key Participants: 

The profiling area is led by the steering group which consists of one senior member of staff 

from each of the core departments contributing to CRISES. Additionally, during 2017 a 

number of staff, charged to develop CRISES research area in practice was recruited. Finally, 

to ensure the areas international visibility, competitiveness in the field and outside 

guidance, an international Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) was established 2018. The role of 

the SAB is to participate in strategic planning and in identifying areas of strength and new 

areas for research and support CRISES profiling “critical friends”. The Board will meet once a 

year in Jyväskylä to discuss about what we have been doing, how we appear from the 

international perspective and what should we do more – or differently. 

Steering Group:  

• Prof. Jari Ojala, Department of History and Ethnology (Business History) 

• Adj.Prof. Tuuli Lähdesmäki, Department of Music, Art and Cultural Studies (Cultural 

Studies) 

• Prof. MikaOjakangas, Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy (Political Theory 

and Thought) 

 

Tenured-Professors& other staff: 

• Sergei Prozorov (Professor), starting 08/2018. Department of Social Sciences and 

Philosophy. Research theme:The Biopolitics of European Crisis Governance 

• Antero Holmila (Associate Professor, tenure-track) 1/2018. Department of History 

and Ethnology. Research theme: Rethinking Crises in European Press Narratives, 

1890-2020. 

• Tuija Saresma (Adjunct Professor, Senior Researcher) 10/2017. Dept. of Music, Art 

and Culture Studies. Research theme: Populism as rhetoric and movement, 

Mainstreaming Populism (MAPO, Academy of Finland 2017–2021), Gendering 
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Populism(s), Hate speech, Xenophobia, and Anti-feminism in the Internet, Mobility 

(and migration; Intersecting Mobilities, Kone foundation 2016–2019), Belonging and 

Displacement (Arts of Belonging, Kone Foundation 2015–2018), Crossing Borders – 

Artistic performances and narratives of belonging (Academy of Finland 2017–2021). 

• Tommi Kotonen(Coordinator; Post-doctoral research fellow) 3/2018. Department of 

Social Sciences and Philosophy. Research theme: Extreme-right ideology, 

mobilization and networks in Finland 

SAB: 

• Professor Nick Vaughan-Williams (University of Warwick, UK, Security Studies) 

• Associate Professor Minoo Alinia (Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden) 

• History: TBA 

1.2 Overall aim: 

By 2021, CRISES profiling area at the JYU has become prominent, recognized, and has 
reached an internationally excellent level. The area strives for reaching the status of a CoE in 
crisis research, and in the relevant disciplines making to the top-200 in QS World University 
Rankings by Subject. 

In order to achieve the aim, the steps and measures to be taken are detailed through 
research, teaching and the new Crisis Lab concept: 

2 RESEARCH 

Despite the fact that “crisis” is a key concept of modernity, its very meaning is complex and 

problematic. Indeed, the trouble with crisis is that while the term is massively popular, it 

also remains semantically vague and resistant to systematic analysis. Thus, the main 

objective of the research within CRISES profiling area is to understand various (often 

competing and contested) definitions of crisis: how crises come about and how they evolve; 

how they are defined and understood; and how they relate to global, national, and local 

physical environments and human action. CRISES will concentrate, in particular, on the 

historical and societal changes that precede, attend, and result from crises, without losing 

sight of historical continuity in and after crises. Crises are concrete, real states of affairs. But 

they are also experienced, and discursively constructed, and can sometimes be created and 

maintained on purpose. Hence, CRISES will take into account all these three levels: 

empirical, experienced, and discursive. While crises generally refer to something negative, 

the basic assumption being that “something went wrong” if there is crisis, it can also be a 

conduit for a positive change. The complexity of the topic will be tackled not only by 

drawing on the existing empirical, theoretical, and methodological expertise of the 

researchers in art, culture, ethnology, history, politics, social sciences, and philosophy but 

also, by charting new  approaches to crises, including testing and comparing different 

methods of Digital Humanities together with big and deep data. 
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2.1 Focus Areas 

The profiling area CRISES is divided into three key, yet overlapping, focus areas:  

1) Displacement and Belonging which introduces the level of individual actors 
2) Politicized Crises: Discourses and Practices operatesat the level of collective political 

action 
3) Institutional Restructuring and Path Dependence concentrates on the level of 

institutions 
 
The research in all three focus areas is penetrated by the investigation of causes and effects 

of crises, discursivity and material reality of crises, historical continuity and 

contemporariness of crises, as well as 

the stability of macro-structures of 

culture and society versus their change 

in crises. Research on all these areas 

will be conducted at all three 

participating departments. 

2.2 External Funding 

In order to realize the ambitious goals 

of the profiling area, there is a need for 

substantial external funding to initiate 

new research projects. This is for the 

reasons that firstly,more researchers 

are needed to strengthen the profiling area and, secondly, new emerging projects will focus 

on the theme more explicitly than the on-going projects. 

The most important sources for funding are the European Research Council, H2020, the 

Finnish Academy, TEKES, NOS-HS, ERA-NET, HERA, NordForsk (e.g. Nordic Societal Security 

Programme) and various Foundations. 

We already have funding from the European Research Council: Tuuli Lähdesmäki’s 

EUROHERITproject (ERC StG) discusses Europe’s current heritage, identity and integration 

politics and dissonance and tensions that they entail. Additionally, there are a number of 

funding bids pending, including Antero Holmila’s 1,5m euro ERC consolidator grant and a 

project for Academy of Finland Program for Media and Society (MEDIASOC) as well as 

TuijaSaresma’s MEDIASOC consortium bid together with Helsinki and Tampere. 

Further, in order to strengthen the profiling area and to foster multidisciplinary research 

practices, CRISES will – wheneverrelevant – applyfor funding through collaborative and joint 

projects. CRISES profiling area will be injected into the application processes within 

respective departments. 
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2.3 Conferences 

Between 2019 and 2021, CRISES will organize an annual “CRISES” conference with a goal to 

attract internationally recognized authorities related to the theme and to discuss their 

research in a warm and stimulating environment. It is envisaged that for each year, one of 

the three departments will take the lead in organizing the conference. Operating this way, 

the overall thematic and methodological coverage will be broad, converging with the three 

focus areas, as indicated above. However, while the organizing is directed through one 

department, the profiling area plays the key role in helping and shaping the call of papers 

and, generally, to ensure multidisciplinary nature of all conferences. The program for Crises 

conferences for the next three years are as follows: 

2019: Ethnography with a twist (in cooperation with several ongoing research projects 

workingin the profiling area) 

2020: Baltic spring 

2021: Crises redefined 

In addition, all contributing projects and the key members of the profiling area will 

propose/host panels and sessions in the leading conferences within their respective fields. 

The overall goal of the profiling area is that there will be a minimum of 3 international 

conferences per year, where the CRISES profiling area forms a panel explicitly focusing on 

the research and debate in the field. Thus, over the course of five years, the most important 

research conducted under the profiling area will be disseminated in at least 15 leading 

annual international conferences. 

2.4 Collaboration, Networking and Mobility 

For CRISES to fulfill its scholarly and scientific goals, a wide-reaching global collaboration and 

networking must be systematically established and existing connections nurtured further. 

The profiling area’s Web-site will act as the information cluster for all activities, maintained 

and updated by the coordinator. Our Web-site will be found at 

https://www.jyu.fi/hytk/en/research/research-networks/crises. Moreover, further focus will 

be put into SEO-practices. CRISES recognizes that “having a website & Twitter account” is 

simply not enough. Being found and recognized is a must, but like everything else, it is also a 

process which has to be managed and developed with suitable SEO practices being at the 

core. 

In scholarly pursuits, conferences, seminars and workshops attended and given papers by 

the CRISES members will act as themain platform for networking. Second, during 2018 

CRISES will chart out the other world-leading institutions carrying out research within the 

field and establish institutional links. In addition further collaboration will be strengthened 

via research visits which work in two-ways. First, the key personnel within the area will visit 

other universities (domestic and international) as visiting fellows, teachers etc. Second, 

especially focusing on the academic year 2020-2021 CRISES will launch a fellowship program 

for international research visitors. Visiting scholars, tenure-track professors, and existing 

https://www.jyu.fi/hytk/en/research/research-networks/crises
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personnel will establish a program to build the capacity of post-doctoral researchers and 

doctoral students at JYU, facilitated through the Crises Lab concept (further details under 

section 4 below). 

Finally, CRISES will also closely operate within the JYU infrastructure and with other profiling 
areas such as ‘Applied language studies for the changing society’ and ‘Cyber security’ with 
which it has a close connection. For this type of established collaboration, CRISES already 
has positive experiences, such as the “Crises redefined” workshop in November 2017 
(https://www.jyu.fi/hytk/en/research/research-networks/crises/news-and-events/kriisit-
uudelleenmaariteltyna-seminaari). 

2.5 Societal Impact 

CRISES acknowledges the societal impact and importance of “crisis” in today’s discourses 

and social practices. Thus, collaboration and networking beyond academia is necessary. The 

goal of CRISES is to develop a stakeholder-relations program, which takes the stakeholder 

contacts into a new level of interaction, not typically seen in Social Sciences and Humanities. 

While “consulting” may not be in vogue in today’s vernacular, the CRISES team will establish 

connections and offer one-day seminars for government agencies, educational 

organizations, NGO’s and industry, such as newspapers, to help different stakeholders to 

establish a better and  more scholarly-informed, yet practical views of crisis which they can 

apply in their respective fields. It must also be stressed that impact will be derived directly 

from the field work and research interaction with the objects of research, whether 

interviews, films or radio shows. 

2.6 Publications 

Ultimately, the scholarly impact of the profiling area will be measured in terms of 

publications (and related metrics). From the outset, as a code of conduct, CRISES seeks to 

publish its research with field-leading publishers and in top-ranked journals – typically 

classified as JUFO 3 or 2.  However, going beyond purely scholarly publishing format the 

profiling area will also disseminate its work and research results for wider audiences 

(website: blogs, Twitter, Facebook). 

Typical publication strategies will be as follows (but not limited to):  

- Journal articles (preferably co-authored with other CRISES members), with bought 

open-access, especially if in top-ranked journals 

- Individual and co-authored research monographs 

- Special/thematic issues whereby the members will serve as visiting guest editors 

- Edited volumes – based on conference contributions and invites 

- plan for scholarly book series under the auscpices of “Crises redefined” 

- Textbooks & publications intended for wider audience: compiled from teaching 

materials, published with recognized Finnish commercial and/or scholarly publishers; 

blog-posts 

- CRISES website & blog 
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3 TEACHING 

In order to provide longevity to the profiling area, the theme “crises” will have to be fully 

incorporated to the teaching and course structures of respective departments in which 

approaches to crises are taught essentially along the lines of the three focus areas detailed 

above (section 2.1). Further, to foster the multi- and cross-disciplinary goals of CRISES, a 

joint faculty level undergraduate course will also be organized starting in fall 2019. 

3.1 Undergraduate Teaching 

Between 2018-2021 each respective department will offer teaching, both specialist and 

general courses relating to the insights and goals of the profiling area, especially at the level 

of subject studies and advanced studies, convened by the key members of the profiling 

area. The aim is to introduce crises as one of the major overarching theme with which the 

past, present and the future can be examined. 

3.2 Postgraduate Studies 

The aim of undergraduate studies on crises is first to introduce crises to our students and 

thereon to drive them to further studies within the thematic field. The majority of 

postgraduate studies will take the form of research seminars, workshops and supervisors’ 

commentary on student papers within respective departments. 

To strengthen the research on crises among JYU doctoral students, post-docs and other 

researchers, the profiling area established in 2017 a new concept of teaching and 

collaboration titled as Crisis Lab (CL) detailed below: 

4 CRISIS LAB CONCEPT 

Crisis Lab concept emerged from a start-up seminar in November 2017 in which JYU 

researchers interested in the theme gathered together. These first meetings were the first 

building blocks to form a Crises Lab (CL), namely, a group and team collaborative approach 

in which various ideas, approaches, and projects are workshopped in a semi-informal 

manner. The CL will have two main focuses; 1) stimulating the Faculty’s multidisciplinary 

contacts in the way of joint workshops and seminars and 2) Strengthening the role of Digital 

Humanities across the Faculty. 

4.1 Focus 1: Multidisciplinary workshops & seminars 

During 2018 the CL will be organized into anon-going fall & spring term workshops (two days 

each) where Faculty’s doctoral students and other researchers can present & discuss their 

work on “crises” (started in Nov 2017) as well as reflect on the possible new research 

themes. 
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Notably, to foster stakeholder relations, representatives from non-academic communities 
will also be invited to discuss and share the work done in the lab and put them in contact 
with JYU research. 

4.2 Focus 2: Practices of Digital Humanities 

The second key focus will be on Digital Humanities, an area whichis currently unevenly 
developed within the Faculty. While, for example, in History, there is long tradition of 
computer-assisted research (especially in the field of Economic History), the latest practices 
are not as yetfully integrated into teaching. Thus, CL will function as the hub fortraining and 
teaching JYU humanists and social scientists in basic big data mining, machine-learning and 
entry-level programming and coding. In addition, building on the ever-increasing speed of 
digitalization of sources and new possibilities for studying crises – past and present – and 
other phenomena, the CL will also function as an incubator for future research projects 
making use of DH as well as traditional methods of enquiry.Thus, going beyond the Faculty 
of Humanities and Social Sciences, the CL carries on and intensifies the facilitation of 
deepening contacts between all JYU profiles, essentially  IT & computers specialists on the 
one hand and humanists & social scientists on the other. Thus far, contemporary culture 
studies is strong in its DH practices (e.g. programs on digital culture) but the aim is to 
transfer these practices better across the whole CRISES area.  With these practices, the goal 
is to weave data & text mining operations to the core of the Faculty where students and 
staff have available resources for tools and approaches such as Mallet & python 
programming, Topic Modeling, Word Embedding and Corpus-Based Discourse 
Analysis.Finally, the CL will operate as a central point for finding out and disseminating best 
practices, tools, databases and software available on the internet. Lastly, it should be noted 
that functioning in this way, the CL introduces critical skillswhich humanists will need to 
compete in the future’s scholarly environment and job markets. During 2018-2019, CRISES 
will establish collaboration with the Big Data analytics and cybersecurity research.  
 
 


