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Over the last 20 years, inspired by Charles Taylor’s 1992 seminal essay on the politics of 

recognition and especially by Axel Honneth’s influential  recognition-theoretic work, a largely 

optimistic picture of recognition has come to occupy a central place in the contemporary 

philosophical and social-theoretical imaginary. Thought of as key to the individual self-

relation as well as to social integration, recognition is both pictured as an essential and 

desirable trait of human social life and assumed to be in reach, in principle, for all members 

of modern societies. This workshop aims to critically complement this optimistic picture by 

exploring the negative dynamics of recognition: On the one hand, there are increasingly 

widespread empirical tendencies of denial and rejection of recognition, the social and 

psychological sources of which are still only poorly understood and need to be addressed 

both at empirical and theoretical levels. Why is it that individuals and groups not simply want 

and demand recognition, but so often also deny or reject it? On the other hand, as an 

alternative strand within “recognition theory” has pointed out, there are ways in which 

recognition itself – and thus not only its denial – may be problematic. Recognition itself, so it 

is argued, can be implicated in or even become essential to relations of power and 

domination. This represents a significant challenge that has not yet been systematically 

confronted by the mainstream recognition paradigm. This workshop seeks to address these 

important lacunae and invites for an open discussion which brings together different 

perspectives from philosophy, social theory, and psychoanalysis. 

 


