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A Wake from Slumber: Civil Society Organizations and Agitation for Civic Rights in
Edo State, Nigeria
Iro Aghedo
Department of Political Science
University of Benin, Nigeria
Email: matthew.aghedo@uniben.edu

&
Francis Osadebamwen Osayi
Department of Political Science
University of Benin, Nigeria
Email: francis.osayi@uniben.edu

Abstract
Civil society organizations (CSOs) were at the forefront of agitations for transition to
democratic rule in Nigeria despite the repressive character of military rule. But once the
country returned to civil rule in 1999, many CSOs became complacent. In fact, they went into
‘slumber’. However, in the last two years, CSOs seem to have ‘woken up’ as they have
deployed various strategies including civic education, court action and protests to ensure the
protection of people’s rights. Using Edo State as a case study, this paper examines the factors
responsible for CSOs’ participatory ‘twists’ and ‘turns’ in Nigerian fledgling democracy. It
relies on both primary and secondary data. While the secondary data was gathered from
books, journals, government gazettes, special reports etc, the primary data was sourced from
in-depth interviews conducted with 15 CSOs and 42 top government officials, policy makers
and members of the academia. Analysis of data reveals that CSOs’ participatory twists and
turns are outcomes of poor funding and hostile political environment. The paper recommends
proper funding and protection of CSOs to make them less susceptible to threats and
penetration of government, corporate bodies and ‘big men’ who are poised to privatize the
so-called democratic rights of the people.
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Helsinki, Finland, 11-12.12.2014
Anna Björk, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral researcher
University of Jyväskylä
anna.k.bjork@jyu.fi

Naturalisation and the concept of citizenship
As it is well known, governments across Europe have revised their integration policies in intensive
ways since the late 1990s and the early 2000s. These revisions have been done in the spirit of
activating individuals in political and civic participation. This has been applied to old and new
citizens, and immigrants more generally, alike: a selection of pedagogic elements (courses, tests,
preparatory literature or other material) has been implemented both on the realm of basic education
and immigrant integration policy.
This paper assesses these new measures from the point of view of citizenship. The aim is to discuss
the conditions of access to citizenship in the United Kingdom by concentrating on the Nationality,
Immigration and Asylum Act 2002. The U.K. case is here linked with other European examples by
concentrating on how citizenship is constituted in relation to other agencies in the debates and
documents related with the Act. The question to be asked is how the agencies constructed in the Bill
shape the images of citizen’s participation.
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Paper proposal

The Democratic Potential of Participatory
Engineering
Stefan Busse
PhD Candidate
International Graduate School "Transformations of Civic Society"
Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany
stefan.busse@igkbuerger.uni-halle.de
for:
Assessing the Participatory Turn and ‘New Democracy’
Superdemocracy Conference
11. - 12.12.2014
House of Science and Letters, Helsinki

Abstract
Following the “participatory turn”, the last two decades have been marked by the introduction
of a rising number of so called “participatory” or even “democratic innovations” to systems of
local governance around the world. These initiatives typically share ideas of deepening political
participation as the core of democratic government. The paper argues that such purposive
attempts of establishing instruments of public participation can be understood as forms of
“participatory engineering”. From a neo-institutionalist perspective, processes of participatory
engineering create and shape the rules of these innovations, thus influencing their usage.
Typically, scholars of political participation differentiate between initiatives that enable
participation in a bottom-up-way, driven by actors of civil society at the grass-roots level and
forms of top-down engagement, initiated by actors belonging to agencies of the state. As for
participatory budgeting in Germany, the paper questions dichotomies which conceptualize
citizens either as subjects or objects of engagement. Not only professional process-designers,
civil servants and council members but also citizens can be variably concerned with the
initiation, design and re-design of “top-down” instruments. Therefore, it is argued that
processes of participatory engineering can provide diverse opportunities for participation, albeit
their democratic quality has to be evaluated.
Keywords:

Democratic innovations; local governance; participatory engineering; political
participation
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AUTHORS: Christensen, Henrik Serup & Himmelroos, Staffan
TITLE: How does deliberative experience affect attitudes towards deliberative
practices?
ABSTRACT:
The last two decades have witnessed a proliferation of deliberative practices in
established democracies. Nevertheless, some remain skeptical of the deliberative
project and question ordinary people’s willingness to take part in political
deliberation. Not only is public deliberation a very time-consuming form of
political participation, it is also considered demanding as it requires you to
engage in an argumentative exchange with people who may hold opinions very
different from your own. Involvement in political discussions where your beliefs
are challenged is quite taxing and may actually induce people to become negative
towards deliberative practices. This contradicts a conventional idea within
participatory democratic theory, which holds that being politically active creates
more positive attitudes towards involvement, thereby creating a virtuous cycle.
We here examine how taking part in a deliberative process affects participants’
attitudes towards the use of deliberative practices in democracy. We also
examine whether certain individual level characteristics affect the willingness to
continue the engagement in public deliberation. The data come from an
experimental deliberative forum arranged in 2012 on the issue of immigration in
Finland and include 207 participants drawn from a random sample of the
Finnish population.
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How the “Fourth Estate” Reinforces the Democratization Process in
the World’s Third Largest Democracy
Content Analysis upon Indonesia’s Largest Newspaper for Its Coverage in the Democratization
Process in Indonesia
Titus Febrianto Adi Nugroho
Master in International Relations
The Catholic University of Korea, Republic of Korea
titus.febrianto@gmail.com

To examine how the press, as democracy’s fourth estate, covers and reinforces democratization process
in Indonesia is a distinct scrutiny. First Indonesia is the world’s third largest democracy, whilst at the same time the
world’s fourth most populous country and the largest Muslim population. Diversity and communality are
inextricably taking place at the same time. Press is holding pivotal role in making sure democracy isn’t merely
representation (of the majority) but deliberation of the public and actualization of individual freedom, thus
deliberative democracy - the process by which Indonesia is still stumbling on.
Second, the concept of freedom of the press itself is relatively new. Since its independence, Indonesia was
ruled by authoritarian and dictatorial government. Freedom of the press was legitimated and constitutionalized in
1999. Henceforth, considering its “mere” decade-year-old freedom, the process press actualized to cover
democratization process in Indonesia is the instigation of democratization itself.
Using content analysis, this research will explain and elaborate how Indonesia’s largest press and media
chain, KOMPAS has been monitoring the process of democracy consolidation, as part of democratization, in
Indonesia.
Upon the analysis process, conclusion will be inferred in accordance with mixed method in quantitative
and qualitative measurement. Quantitative measurement guided author to break down units of analysis along with
their indicators. The units of analysis are, News orientation (Type of facts ; Source/ informant), Coverage
( Democracy Index – referred to Freedom House index ; Democratization conflicts and nationalistic sentiment –
referred to Jack Snyder’s conceptualization of nationalistic sentiment), and Media Stance (Conclusion and salience
of issue ; Critics and evaluation).
Keywords: Indonesia, Democracy, Deliberative Democracy, Content Analysis, Press
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RADICAL DEMOCRACY and the TURKISH CASE
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF DEMİRTAŞ’S RADICAL DEMOCRACY DISCOURSE IN
TURKISH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN 0F 2014
Following successive election victories of AKP (The Justice and Development Party  JDP)
Turkey has started to discuss what democracy really means, especially for those who are not
supporters of the party. People who feel excluded and define themselves as “others”, now want
to know if democracy is, really, equal to the number of votes taken in the elections or if it means
more than that. For a while they are looking for a new definition of democracy.
The presidential election campaign which takes place in July/August 2014 reestablishes all of
these discussions and criticals about the meaning of democracy. Finally, candidate for
presidential election of HDP (Peoples’ Democratic Party  PDP) Selahattin Demirtaş Kurdish
political leader took all of these discussions seriously and announced his campaign as a “call
for radical democracy”. He suggests the latter as a solution to the structural problems of Turkish
democracy. Also, Demirtaş takes the concept of radical democracy as a means in order to bring
together various religious and ethnic identities.
In this perspective, this paper seeks to analyze structural problems of Turkish democracy which
led to the search for an alternative perception of democracy. By doing that it asks if radical
democracy fits well with a presidential campaign by analyzing Demirtaş’s radical democracy
discourse and its reflections on Turkish political scene.

Ayfer Genç Yılmaz
PHD Candidate  Yildiz Technical University/İstanbul
Research Assistant  İstanbul Commerce University
email: ayfergenc@gmail.com
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Dear Sirs,
I am writing to propose a paper to be presented at your conference.
Name:
Non-political voting.
Authors:
Petr Gongala (petr.gongala@gmail.com),
Kamil Gregor (kamil.gregor@gmail.com).
Authors' affiliation:
Masaryk University, Department of political science.
Abstract:
In recent years, much effort within political science literature has been focused on the
concept of abandonment of politics. Political actors, primarily within the EU, are described as
rejecting partisan ideologies in exchange for broad, non-political ideas. At the same time,
very little evidence has been found that this phenomenon is having influence on elections and
voters themselves. Are the voters of “non-political” parties deciding regardless of ideological
preferences? In other words, are we observing the rise of non-political voting?
We propose to test this idea using a sample of Dutch, German and Czech voters surveyed
while making use of voting advice applications in the 2014 European parliament election.
The large numbers of participants allows us to compare the ideological alignment of voters
and their chosen parties across the political spectra, while voters’ personal information
gathered in the survey enables the construction of a representative, although a non-random
sample. If evidence of non-political voting for specific parties is found, it provides substance
to the claim that the rejection of politics is having an effect within european democracies.
I look forward to your reply.
Yours faithfully
Petr Gongala
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We all count? – Political participation of the immigrant population in Finland
The tools for deliberative democracy are increasing in number. The pace of change, however, is not
reflected upon the immigrant population’s participation in decision making process. Immigrants from
outside of EU countries have limited access to electoral system in Finland, yet decisions are no less
affecting their lives. Deliberative democracy offers means to influence the political agenda regardless of
such limitations. An increasing number of non-governmental organizations, in Finland, are working on
reaching the immigrant population on the matters of influencing, participating i.e. active citizenship .
What are their methods and how well the information spread is achieved?
This paper aims to bring forward the challenges of diversity in relation to participatory democracy and
to analyse the co-operation between governmental and non-governmental sectors in Finland in
engaging immigrant population to decision making. Among many existing projects the paper will focus
on the experiences and reports of iCount project ran by Moniheli ry – Network of Multicultural
Associations in Finland and supported by EU Integration Fund.
Keywords: Deliberative democracy, participatory democracy, immigration, integration, iCount project

Author: Melis Arı Gürhanlı (MsocSc)
E-mail: melis.ari@moniheli.fi
Position: Project coordinator at Moniheli ry
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Maija Halonen, maija.halonen(at)uef.fi, University of Eastern Finland, Karelian Institute, SPATIA
Centre for Regional Research
Petri Kahila, petri.kahila(at)uef.fi, University of Eastern Finland, Karelian Institute, SPATIA Centre
for Regional Research
Timo Hirvonen, timo.hirvonen(at)uef.fi, University of Eastern Finland, Karelian Institute, SPATIA
Centre for Regional Research
Pasi Saukkonen, University of Eastern Finland, Karelian Institute, SPATIA Centre for Regional
Research
Building Community-led local development for urban area
Community-led local development (CLLD) for urban areas is one of the ESF investment priorities
of the EU Structural Funds Programme 2014-2020. It aims at promoting social inclusion,
combatting poverty, and increasing social capital in local communities by utilizing the ideology of
bottom-up and participatory activity. It also encourages local communities to promote the strategies
of the cities and rural regions through the civic action, and yet to fulfill the criteria set by the
programmatic principles. How can these divergent purposes be combined in a manner that measures
up the requirements by the citizens, the city and the EU Structural Funds? The question is analyzed
through the case project which aims at building the development strategy for urban CLLD activities
in Joensuu by involving both parties, governmental and citizens, to this process. A specific attention
in this paper is paid to communicative aspects, such as the participation of the citizens and cooperation with all relevant stakeholders. The analysis of the paper is based on the discussions in the
public events organized by the planning project, the survey for the civic actors, the publications by
the local media and the feedback given by the stakeholders.
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Communication in civic technology innovation ecosystems
The city of Chicago in the United States has in the recent years surfaced as a hub for developing,
funding and regulating tools and practices for digital civic engagement. A network of hundreds of
players and stakeholders has emerged, including start-up developers, activists, public and private
funders, and the local government. This paper examines the Chicago civic technology hub from the
open innovation ecosystem perspective normally used in theorizing corporate environments
(Saxenian 1991,1994, 2006, Chesbrough 2006, von Hippel 1988, 2005). Communication is seen as
a crucial factor in sustaining of innovation networks (Estrin 2009, Ruppel & Harrington 2000), but
little scholarly attention has been given to communication in civic technology innovation
ecosystems. This article examines whether and how the theoretical framework of user driven
communicative innovation ecosystems can applied to innovation networks in the overlapping
sphere of civil society, business and government. What ecosystemic and communicative factors are
required to nurture user-centered civic innovation? What communicative practices lead to best
results from the perspectives of stakeholders? Research data is gathered through interviews, and
anthropological observation on-line and IRL, e.g. in the Chicago Civic Hack Nights; and local
government documents. Interviewees include activists, regulators, developers and funders. The
analysis is a qualitative content analysis. Interviews are ongoing and results will be available by the
Helsinki conference.
Taneli Heikka
The author is a PhD student at the Department of Communication, University of Jyväskylä. He
lives currently in Washington DC, and is a Scholar in Residence at the American University,
Washington DC.
Taneli.heikka@gmail.com
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Proposal for the Superdemocracy conference Helsinki December 2014

The challenges of turning episodic protest into deliberative and participatory channels: The South
Korean experience

The Republic of Korea (South Korea) has been hailed a successful case of democratisation since the
transition from a military regime some 25 years ago. Although there are few signs of a reversal to
authoritarian rule, many Koreans are unhappy with the current system, in particular with the existing
political party system and the participatory opportunities open to citizens. Consequently, citizens
often resort to protests in the streets of Seoul to make their voices heard. Over the last 15 years,
citizens have increasingly used new communication technologies, in particular the internet and
mobile phones, as places for discussion, organisation and for the mobilization of protest. But these
protest movements have not lead to the development of organizational structures that could serve
as alternatives to established political actors. Politicians have not been able to connect with citizens
through these channels, so the two spheres remain separated, leading to more frustration over the
political system among citizens. The Korean case exemplifies the tensions between the needs of a
representative democracy and the demands of citizens organizing in an ad-hoc manner using new
communication technologies. It throws a cautionary light on the role of these technologies on the
development and deepening of democracy.

About the author:
Dr Heike Hermanns is Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science, Gyeongsang
National University, Jinju, South Korea, and a visiting scholar at the Department of World Cultures at
Helsinki University in the autumn semester of 2014.
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Hanna-Kaisa Hoppania
PhD candidate of Political Science
Department of Political and Economic Studies
Soc&Kom (Snellmaninkatu 12), Room 404
University of Helsinki, 00014 Finland
hanna-kaisa.hoppania@helsinki.fi

Abstract for

Assessing the Participatory Turn and ‘New Democracy’
An international conference in Helsinki
11-12.12.2014
Tieteiden talo
Kirkkokatu 6
Helsinki

Participation par excellence; what is it all worth?
This paper presents the results of my PhD research from the perspective of democratic participation. I
analyzed a policy process of legislating for elder care services, a development which started from official
reports and media scandals concerning deficiencies in care and led to a new elder care law*. The
preparation process was particularly extensive and numerous actors of civil society, experts, interest
groups and NGOs were involved.
Despite the perhaps genuine will to increase participation, and the seemingly transparent and inclusive
procedures, no real empowerment of political subjectivity took place. The wider framework and accepted
parameters within which the law was drafted significantly limited the scope of possibility the legal process
had. I argue that the most significant questions and topics concerning elder care were delegated elsewhere
and shifted out of the agenda of democratic decision making. The dominant governmental discourse
already at the beginning of the process managed to narrow down the remit of the process: central
questions of redistribution and production were not dealt with. The case shows that one of the key political
mechanisms in democracy, the setting of the agenda and the shaping of the framework in which reforms
are made, still escapes democratic participation in Finland.

* Act on Supporting the Functional Capacity of the Older Population and on Social and Health Care Services for Older Persons
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“Reintroduce democracy in Greenland!” The decision on uranium

mining and the participatory turn from parliamentary democracy to
extraparliamentarism?
By Uffe Jakobsen, University of Copenhagen (uj@ifs.ku.dk)
Greenland, the largest island and one of the smallest parliamentary democracies in the world, has
apparently had enough of the current style of parliamentarism and demands democratic change i.a.
under the battle cry of “Reintroduce democracy in Greenland”. Greenland was a Danish colony when
absolutist rule ended in Denmark in 1848, but when negotiations started that led to the first free
constitution in Denmark in 1849, Greenland was not part of the deliberations, and when the first
parliament was elected, Greenland was not represented. In 1857 greenlanders were appointed to
local administrative councils, 1911 provincial councils were formed with advisory power to the
government in Copenhagen, 1953 the colonial status of Greenland was lifted, and Greenland
became a Danish county, until home rule was introduced in 1979. After 1979 parliamentary
democracy steadily developed. But since 2013 the parliamentary opposition accuses the current
government of an unparliamentary style of governance, while ordinary citizens turns to participatory
activities in the form of establishing NGOs, arranging town hall meetings and protest
demonstrations, using social media etc. The paper will critically assess this participative turn against
schumpeterian politics and analyse which conceptions of democracy inform the potential new
democracy.
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Magnus E. Jonsson
PhD Candidate
Department of Political Science
Örebro University Sweden
magnus.jonsson@oru.se

Abstract sent in to
Assessing the Participatory Turn and ‘New Democracy’ - Superdemocracy conference
Helsinki, Finland, 11-12 December 2014

TITLE: Democratic Innovations over Time – The Case of Better Reykjavik

ABSTRACT: Democratic innovations have a tendency to be short-lived and/or ad-hoc
islands of participation, with little or no formal connection to the policy and decision-making
process. The participatory online platform Better Reykjavik, being initially created by a nonprofit grass-root organization for public participation and deliberation and since 2010 adopted
by the City of Reykjavik in 2010, is, however, an exception.
This study will focus on the development of this democratic innovation over time.
Theoretically, the study is departing from a systemic perspective, thus treating the platform as
a part of a system and not as an end in itself. Departing from such perspective, the main
questions are revolving fundamental issues such as; what functions does the platform have for
the democratic system; is it mainly a platform for tapping into the collective wisdom of the
crowds, or to create legitimacy for the established political system? And: what happens to
initially ‘radical’ platforms once they are institutionalized?
The study is based on interview data with key stakeholders with different roles and
connections to the process. Since the data is not yet complete, it is difficult to draw early
conclusions, and I will therefore wait with these to a later stage.

1
14

Assessing the Participatory Turn and 'New Democracy'

Participation in Local Politics: Municipal Decision-Making in Turkey
Zeynep Kadirbeyoglu
Bogazici University
Political Science and International Relations
zeynep.kadirbeyoglu@boun.edu.tr
Abstract
Participation in local politics has become an important issue at a time when political apathy
has become a serious problem due to crises of representation that have been observed in
different parts of the world. This paper examines the case of municipalities in Turkey in order
to understand whether there are functioning participatory mechanisms at the local level and if
so which factors explain the emergence and establishment of such mechanisms. Based on a
qualitative field research in two municipalities in Turkey, this study finds that there are cases
where meaningful participatory mechanisms such as effective city councils and neighborhood
assemblies have been set up. This paper argues that effective participation mechanisms have
been established in cases where there is a willing mayor and citizens with past experience at
mobilization.
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Did the Estonian Citizens’ assembly restore public trust in politicians?
Evidence from a survey study
Joachim Åström, Magnus Jonsson & Martin Karlsson*, Örebro Univeristy, Sweden
*Corresponding author (martin.karlsson@oru.se)
Paper proposal for the conference Assessing the Participatory Turn and ‘New Democracy’ Superdemocracy conference, Helsinki 11-12/12 – 2014.

Abstract
The Estonian Citizens’ Assembly (ESA) was initiated in late 2013 as a direct consequence of
a legitimacy crisis of Estonian political parties and representative institutions. The spark
igniting this crisis was the unravelling of a scheme of illegal party financing. The growing
anti-political sentiments and antagonism that followed culminated in the so-called Charter 12
demanding constitutional changes and an expansion of participatory institutions in Estonian
politics. The response from the governmental institutions took the form of a democratic
innovation drawing on public crowd sourcing and deliberative mini-publics. This study is
conducted on the basis of a broad survey among the participants in the culminating
deliberative process of the ESA (n=847). The focus of this paper is on the relationship
between citizen participation and political trust. Two main research questions guides this
paper: (1) How has participants trust for politicians developed in relation to their participation
in the ESA?, and (2) What factors explain variations of change in trust for politicians among
participants? While existing research questions whether citizens engagement in political
participation functions as a source of trust, participatory processes alike the ESA are
continually being initiated with the explicit aim of impeding developments of growing public
distrust and fostering a greater trust in governmental institutions.
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Active citizenship and participation as transformation of the Finnish welfare state
Tuomo Kokkonen, Kati Närhi, Aila-Leena Matthies
University of Jyväskylä
This forthcoming article analyses how concepts of active citizenship and participation have
been received in Finland and what kind of impact they have had on transformation of social
policy. Empirical data of consists of government programmes of three four- years- long
electoral terms from 2003 to 2015. Theoretically the argumentation is founded on theory of
social citizenship and welfare state. It is argued that implementing participatory policies has
emphasised republican and libertarian ideology of citizenship and diminishing the role social
liberal ideas of citizenship. Simultaneously there has been a shift from rights based citizenship
to emphasising citizenship duties. While the participatory turn of public policies in Finland
have increased openness and democracy of governance, declining interest towards socioliberal rights centred citizenship is reflected in erosion of egalitarian values of welfare state.
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Kanerva Kuokkanen
Swedish School of Social Science
University of Helsinki
kanerva.kuokkanen@helsinki.fi

The projectification, instrumentalisation and professionalisation of participation

In my paper, I will look at three phenomena related to the “participatory turn” and the development of
democratic innovations in public policies. The first aspect is the growing use of projects in public
administration and especially the way in which citizen participation is tested, modelled and developed
through projects. The second aspect is the instrumentalisation of participation when it becomes a
development object, as the central questions in the development of participation are not “who is deciding”
or “what is decided” but rather “how is it decided” (Nonjon 2012). The third aspect is the
professionalisation of participation. Earlier studies have emphasized the existence of a special “project
class” in public sector projects (Kovách & Kučerová 2006, Pinson 2009). In participatory projects, this means
a group of “democratic entrepreneurs” (Warren 2009) or “professionals of participation” (Nonjon 2012)
who develop participatory procedures. My paper is based on the central findings of my Ph.D. Thesis where I
analysed a participatory project in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area. The aim of the paper is to further
develop these themes and relate them to the broader “participatory turn” in public administration.
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Risk Regulation Regimes and Civil Participation in Regulation: Analyzing Finnish and
Swedish Spent Nuclear Fuel Repository Licensing Processes
Tapio Litmanen, Barry Solomon, Mika Kari ja Matti Kojo

Abstract
This study focuses on the highly technical and safety critical risk regulation processes of spent
nuclear fuel management. The cases to be studied are Finnish and Swedish plans, which are the
most advanced in terms of nuclear waste management, to dispose of spent nuclear fuel in geological
repositories for thousands of years. In Finland, the nuclear waste company Posiva submitted its
construction license application at the end of 2012. For the Swedish case, the Swedish Nuclear Fuel
and Waste Management Company submitted its construction permit applications in March 2011. In
both cases, the handling of the application and review of the safety case is expected to take several
years. The companies have assured the public that their plans will hold up to critical assessment and
that disposal of spent fuel will not harm the environment and the health of future generations.
However, critics doubt that safety can be guaranteed. Our aim is to analyze: 1) institutional waste
management frameworks in both countries, paying special attention to the role of civil society and
transnational risk regulation; 2) how lay-people and civil society organizations (CSOs) have been able
to participate and contribute to recent spent nuclear fuel decision-making; and 3) the nature of
nuclear waste risk debates in both countries. In particular, we are interested in determining how one
safety critical issue, namely corrosion of copper canisters, is discussed. Research data includes
official documents of the nuclear waste companies and nuclear safety authorities, but also
information from CSOs and laypeople. Our theoretical framework will apply a risk regulation regime
approach, which is oriented towards institutional issues. However, we will argue that civil society
regulation has to be better integrated into these regimes. We assume that CSOs can press
corporations to deliver improvements in their research, development, and technical design and
similarly they can follow the work of regulators and propose potentially superior ideas for improving
waste management.
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Paper proposal for “Assessing the Participatory Turn and ‘New Democracy’”,
Helsinki, Finland, 11-12.12.2014

Creative public administration: how the state can support the publics
of ‘new democracy’
How might ‘top-down’ and more ‘bottom-up’ forms of public intervention and
creativity be channeled to help reinvent the role and constitution of
contemporary publics, as well as that of the democratic state? This paper
addresses this question, firstly, by presenting a map that plots a sample of the
multiplicity of contemporary participation initiatives now being tested-out,
across myriad domains. Animated by an original theoretical framework and the
results of a recent empirical study, this map pinpoints tensions between how
participatory initiatives are being set up to constitute and support contemporary
‘publics’. The paper draws on this map to outline a case for why the state should
give further support to these emerging innovations, to help address public
problems identified by the state and to contribute to the reconfiguration of
public spheres and democratic cultures beyond it. The paper proposes a dual
role for the creative state whereby it intervenes to defend rights and extend
equalities while also nurturing myriad forms of creative public interaction.
Creative public administration is thereby linked in this paper to the work of
engaging increasingly complex, manifold and mutable contemporary publics as
part of a state-sponsored process of popular participation and democratic
renewal.

Dr. Nick Mahony (nick.mahony@open.ac.uk) is a Research Fellow based at The Centre
for Citizenship, Identities and Governance at The Open University, in the UK. His research
investigates contemporary publics and emerging forms of participatory politics and in
2013 he founded the pilot project Participation Now in partnership with
openDemocracy.net
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11-12 December 2014, Helsinki
Katja Mäkinen
katja.a.p.makinen(at)jyu.fi
Department of social sciences and philosophy
University of Jyväskylä
Scales of participation in EU projects
Participation – a central dimension of citizenship – has become a popular concept. At
different levels of administration it has been seen as a solution for a variety of problems. In
the European Union, one way of increasing participation are EU-programmes through which
funding is distributed for citizens’ co-operation across the member states in different fields.
In this paper, I am interested in participation at the level of individual projects funded by the
EU-programmes regarding citizenship and culture. The purpose of the paper is to analyse
how participation is discussed in materials produced within these projects.
As this kind of civic engagement may blur the boundary between democratic influence and
governance, the democratic implications of participation will be evaluated. I will ask how the
several territorial scales involved in EU-projects form participation and citizenship. This may
shed light to the more general trend of participation becoming attached to various territorial
and administrative layers due to multilevel and complex governance and many other
international and sub-national transformation processes which change the contexts of
citizenship.
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Marko Nousiainen
Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy, University of Jyväskylä
marko.k.nousiainen@jyu.fi

Poverty programmes and the European participatory turn:
EC/EU in search of ordo-liberal social policy
Abstract

This paper explores the historical roots of the participatory norm in Europe with a genealogical
approach. European Union is considered one of the forerunners of the networked and participatory
mode of policy action. The paper shows – contrary to what is sometimes said – that the
participatory turn in Europe was not a product of the 1990s but had roots in the European antipoverty programmes. These roots go back to the mid 1970s and further. With a genealogical (that is
a radical historicist) examination it is possible to provide possibilities for the political interpretation
of such a mode of governance by showing how our ideas and practices are dependent on contingent
historical circumstances. Especially, the development of the participatory governance was linked to
the popular theories on poverty and the widespread will to experiment with participatory social
policy in the Anglo-Saxon world. It provided the Commission a possibility to further European
integration in the field of social policy. In addition to building a Community with a human face, the
participatory mode of action gave the Commission a possibility to experiment with such social
policy practices that were in line with the ordo-liberalist ideal of competitive economic order.
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Doctoral Student
School of Management / Political Science
University of Tampere
Johanna.Peltoniemi@staff.uta.fi

Abstract: Low Level of Turnout: Result from Lack of Motivation or Lack of Possibility?
Expatriate Finns as Political Participants.

As globalisation, European integration and an increase of migration have made life more mobile, a
growing number of countries have enfranchised their expatriate citizens. Some countries such as
France, Italy and Portugal, have given expatriates a special representation in the national
parliaments. Adoption of convenience voting techniques such as postal voting and overseas
constituencies have had a noteworthy impact on higher turnout in Sweden and Italy.

In Finland the average turnout in parliamentary elections 1995-2011 was 70 percent. However, the
average turnout among Finnish expatriates in the Finnish parliamentary elections 1995-2011 was
only 8 percent. As Braun and Gratschew (2007) have suggested, while the constitutions of many
countries guarantee the right to vote for all citizens, in reality external voters are often
disenfranchised because of a lack of procedures enabling them to exercise the right. Thus it is
reasonable to ask, if expatriate Finns have actual possibilities to cast a vote in Finland’s elections
due to the physical distance from polling place and inconvenient voting possibilities. The data for
this paper will be collected by survey in October 2014. The purpose of this conference paper is to
discuss the significance of voting possibilities for Finnish expatriate voters.

23

Assessing the Participatory Turn and 'New Democracy'

Public engagement with science in a large-scale research programme – constructing expertise
and publics
Public engagement with science (PES) has come to the forefront in both academic research and in
practice as the societal relevance of research has been emphasised. It is about engaging citizens and
stakeholders as part of a wider development towards new forms of decision-making, knowledgecreation and sharing within the context of deliberative democracy. Public engagement tools may
take different forms ranging from crowdsourcing in research to involving citizens in prioritising
research funding. In many cases, however, engagement of citizens is only indirect. It may take place
through the involvement of stakeholders, who represent different groups such as civil society,
different areas of expertise, industry, and public administration. Drawing on empirical data from a
large-scale public research programme with high involvement of stakeholders involved in PES, our
aim is to analyse how expertise is constructed and what kind of expertise is given priority. We will
pay attention to the role of mediators, who have the power to decide on the relevant criteria of
expertise. Based on the data, we will also identify the publics that the discourses at the research
programme level construct (publics as citizens, consumers, etc.).

Contributors:
doctoral student Maria Pietilä (maria.pietila@helsinki.fi), doctoral student Janne Wikström
(janne.wikstrom@helsinki.fi), professor Timo Aarrevaara (timo.aarrevaara@helsinki.fi)
HEGOM - Higher Education Governance and Management, Department of Political Science and
Economics, University of Helsinki
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Tapio Rantala
Department of Forest Sciences, University of Helsinki.
tapio.rantala@helsinki.fi
Abstract
The study explores perceived democratic legitimacy of forest-related decision-making
processes in the Finnish print media discourse. The data consists of the readers’ letters in
four journals (n = 530), and the comments given during the preparation of the Finnish
National Forest Program (n = 140).
The objective is to identify the patterns of democratic legitimacy and respective
performance evaluations of actual decision-making processes. The patterns can be classified
as support for: (A) democracy and other forms of government, (B) different forms of
participation, and (C) principles of democracy. The principles can be further classified into 1)
core regime, 2) input, 3) throughput, and 4) output principles. Democratic legitimacy was
found to be an important source of legitimacy in the public discussion since democratic
patterns were found in more than half of the texts. The most common core legitimacy
principles included freedom of speech, good national and international standing,
forerunnership, and legality at national and international level. The central principles related
to input legitimacy included popular sovereignty, a voice for the people, popular
participation, openness, presenting alternatives, and urgency. The consensus and majority
rules were found to be the most prominent throughput principles. Democratic output
legitimacy included accountability, responsibility, cooperation, commitment, responsiveness,
the possibility to appeal, credibility, comprehensiveness, and understandability. The findings
suggest that among the writers of readers’ letters there is less contestation regarding the
principles of democratic legitimacy but there are significant disagreements concerning the
performance of decision-making processes. The negative performance
evaluations were two times more frequent than the positive evaluations.
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Assessing the Participatory Turn and ‘New Democracy’. An international conference in Helsinki, Finland,
11-12.12.2014.

ABSTRACT
Mikko Rask, Kaisa Matschoss and Saulė Mačiukaitė-Žvinienė

What is innovativeness of public engagement?
Public engagement (PE) is a dynamically developing field of research, development and activism, with the
intention to contribute to new governance practices and to incorporate a logic of business strategy. The
field of PE is occupied by an increasing number of actors, who aim at introducing, institutionalizing or
exploiting new participatory tools and instruments that promise various goods for various societal actors
including the government. But what counts as new in this field? What could be called innovative PE?
Understanding the actors, methods, objectives and institutional dynamics of novel PE practice enables a
more realistic evaluation of the promises and perils of new democracy initiatives. - In our paper we will
characterize innovative PE practices in the field of science and technology governance, on the basis of an
on-going EU-project Public Engagement Innovations for Horizon 2020. We make the claim that institutional
hybridity, multiple logics, , novel ways of representation, political impact and responsiveness to societal
challenges are characteristics of innovative PE practices. We remark that while the most innovative PE
processes can often be called ‘successful’, in making policy preparation more open, transparent and
legitimate, at the same time PE business is becoming more professional, goal-oriented and instrumental
with the risk of turning good intentions of public engagement to new models of technocracy.
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Päivi Rouvinen-Wilenius (MHSc, postgraduate student in sociology)
paivi.rouvinen-wilenius@soste.fi
SOSTE Finnish Federation for Social Affairs and Health.

Welfare and economy in NGO´S perspective
Soste is an umbrella organization which has over 200 members in the field of social and health nonprofit
organizations (NGO`s). Combined welfare and economy perspective is one of the key areas in Soste`s
Strategy. The aim is to make the connection visible between welfare, wellbeing and economical decision
making. Welfare and economy should not be mixed with welfare economics or the other sciences-based
economics so far. The new way to look at welfare and economy is needed because economical decisions
making is too dominant compared with the value of human wellbeing, health and good life. Welfare and
economy perspective is meant to draw a picture in economics about humanity, wellbeing and values that
underlies in society.
The main goal is to create a set of theses for the Interest representation (Advocacy) with NGO`s.
Methods:
1. At first the set of thesis was collected as an operational study by using the Delphi method.
2. The thesis of NGO`s are created with 26 leading experts from Soste´s member organizations.

Results will be ready just before the conference. The second Delphi round is ongoing.
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Democratic legitimacy by performance? Trends, ideas and developments in local
governance
Asbjørn Røiseland
Univerity of Nordland, Norway
Jon Pierre
University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Scott Brenton
University of Melbourne, Australia
Political systems at all institutional levels generate legitimacy from their capacity to
provide democratic governance and from the services they deliver. Most democratic
ideas or theories point to certain procedures when defining democratic governance.
These procedures include elections of representatives forming an assembly with the
authority and responsibility to making public decisions, and the principle of decisionmaking by voting. Thus the defining characteristics of democratic governance include
typical input-related features such as freedom of speech and elective and accountable
representative office.
Today we observe that this model of input-based, representative democracy is
challenged, partly by political reforms driven by politicians themselves and partly by
new forms of governance brought about as a response to increasing social complexity.
Contemporary governance includes many governance structures that do not fully
comply with these procedures, like for example partnerships, networks, autonomous
agencies and public companies. In these structures decisions affecting public value
may be taken without involving elected representatives, or following the principle of
decision making by voting. We may either conclude they are not fully democratic, or
we may turn to other criteria than procedures, for example by judging their
democratic status based on their performance.
The aim of this paper is to develop an analytical framework in order to discuss and
empirically study to what extent, under what circumstances and with what
consequences political legitimacy generated at the output side of the political system
is becoming as important as or even more important than input-based legitimacy.
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The	
   European	
   Union	
   defines	
   integration	
   as	
   a	
   two-‐way	
   process	
   in	
   which	
   both	
   the	
   migrant	
   and	
   the	
   receiving	
   society	
  
have	
   to	
   adapt	
   to,	
   and	
   accommodate,	
   each	
   other.	
   In	
   Finland,	
   the	
   current	
   integration	
   policies	
   and	
   indicators	
   of	
  
integration	
   focus	
   on	
   employment	
   and	
   the	
   learning	
   of	
   the	
   Finnish	
   language.	
   Other	
   indicators	
   of	
   integration	
   beyond	
  
those	
   two	
   aspects	
   are	
   often	
   quite	
   difficult	
   to	
   measure	
   or	
   paid	
   any	
   attention	
   to.	
   In	
   line	
   with	
   the	
   dialogue	
   platforms	
  
recommended	
   in	
   the	
   European	
   Commission’s	
   Handbook	
   on	
   Integration,	
   Qutomo	
   Project	
   organises	
   “cooperation	
  
forums”.	
  These	
  forums	
  aim	
  to	
  facilitate	
  integration	
  through	
  dialogue	
  with	
  the	
  different	
  sectors	
  (government	
  officials,	
  
NGOs,	
   academics,	
   and	
   third-‐country	
   nationals)	
   with	
   emphasis	
   on	
   promoting	
   active	
   participation	
   of	
   migrants.	
   Unlike	
  
other	
  dialogue	
  platforms,	
  migrants	
  are	
  viewed	
  as	
  equal	
  partners	
  in	
  the	
  dialogue	
  and	
  more	
  importantly,	
  as	
  a	
  valuable	
  
resource	
   for	
   the	
   development	
   of	
   integration	
   services.	
   The	
   forums	
   also	
   encourage	
   the	
   different	
   stakeholders	
   to	
   form	
   a	
  
cooperation	
   network	
   to	
   exchange	
   information	
   (practical	
   and	
   research-‐based)	
   and	
   promote	
   best	
   practices.	
   The	
  
Qutomo	
  Project	
  has	
  already	
  been	
  cited	
  as	
  a	
  good	
  practice	
  at	
  both	
  the	
  national	
  and	
  local	
  level.	
  For	
  example,	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  
Vantaa	
   has	
   taken	
   the	
   results	
   of	
   the	
   Qutomo	
   Project	
   into	
   consideration	
   when	
   developing	
   their	
   new	
   multicultural	
  
program.	
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What democracy means to city councilors? City councilors´ conceptions of democracy in
Turku.
Abstract
In recent years, local democracy has been challenged by the major changes in municipal
operating environments such as market-demanding provision of services, new management
styles and, especially in the Finnish context, the consolidation of municipalities. Central to
these trends is citizen participation, which has also been a recurrent theme in surveys on
citizen attitudes.
However, far too little attention has focused on the attitudes of decision-makers. It seems that
the rich research of civil society and the trust in its ability to strengthen democracy has
blurred the profound impact of decision-makers´ opinions in developing local democracy and
citizen participation. In addition, prior research has noted the distinction between citizen´s
and decision-makers´ opinions on citizen participation and on other municipal issues.
My research focuses on the decision-makers´ opinions and their conception of democracy. It
is based on two surveys, which were conducted in Turku in 2005 and 2013. In these surveys I
approached the conception of democracy from two angles, namely attitudes of councilors and
values of councilors. The results indicate that attitude clusters and value categories seem to
be two different aspects of the concept of democracy. With this finding it was possible to
build a typology, which serves both understanding democracy attitudes and conceptualization
of democracy. In my presentation I also introduce preliminary findings of city councilors´
interviews, which will be conducted in autumn 2014.
Keywords: democracy, participation, decision-making, city council

Ritva Salminiitty
Doctoral Candidate
University of Turku
Department of Social Research, Sociology
ritsal@utu.fi
tel. 0400-822673, 02-3336320
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T OWARDS A WORLDWIDE ( DELIBERATIVE ) DEMOCRACY ?
C ATHOLIC S OCIAL T EACHING AND THE I DEA OF G LOBAL G OVERNANCE
Marián Sekerák
Ph.D. candidate in Political Science
Institute of Political Studies. Faculty of Social Sciences. Charles University in
Prague, Czech Republic
Address: U kříže 8, 158 00 Prague 5 – Jinonice, Czech Republic, Europe
E-mail: marian.sekerak@gmail.com
Telephone number: +420728071570
Catholic Social Teaching (henceforth, CST) is viewed as one of the most
eminent social concepts. The corpus of its doctrinal texts combines in itself
various elements: religious, philosophical, economic, and political. The idea
of global governance as a more-less new concept of the CST seems to be
both appealing and provocative. In my paper I aim to clarify the genesis and
development of the concept, as well as examine its plausibility in light of the
current debates on democratic innovations. It seems that the idea of global
governance, as offered by CST, is focused mainly on a pure institutional
boosting and seeking for the most appropriate (official) “global political
authority”, which observes “consistently the principles of subsidiarity and
solidarity (and) seek to establish the common good,” as written by Benedict
XVI in his social encyclical Caritas in veritate (2009, § 67). Thus, I suggest
that authentic and viable type of global democracy should make room for
active peoples’ engagement. Viewed from this perspective, then, I propose
to introduce some elements of public deliberation into the future global
democratic network. Such an improvement, I believe, shall help to reach
more credible global governance and achieve the expected level of efficacy.
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How open, accessible and permeable is the Eduskunta to the public?
Assessing the relationship between parliament and citizens in Finland

Hyeon Su Seo* & Tapio Raunio**

Abstract
Despite the ‘participatory turn of democracy’, the relationship between parliament and citizens
remains under-researched. Democratic innovations have mainly focused on various forms of direct
democracy or ‘mini publics’, which may have limitations in applying their achievements to the
wider scale of political systems. This paper examines the relationship between the Eduskunta and
citizens from the perspective of the public. Utilizing a comprehensive framework combining
normative principles and practical indicators, it provides a systemic empirical analysis of the public
engagement of parliamentary work in Finland: (1) Parliament as public space; (2) Sharing of
information; (3) Accessibility of MPs; (4) Media and digital engagement; (5) Transparency of
legislative process; (6) Actual participation in legislative decision-making; (7) Civic education and
outreach; (8) Parliament as future forum; and (9) Strategy and leadership. Through this framework,
the paper assesses how visible, accessible, and permeable the Eduskunta is to the public, and draws
up policy implications for narrowing the gap between parliament and citizens. Furthermore,
theoretical tensions between various models of democracy, as well as between the tradition of
consensual decision-making in Scandinavian parliaments and new civil demands for transparency
and qualitative participation are discussed.

*Hyeon Su Seo is Ph.D. candidate of political science at the University of Tampere. Hyeon.Su.Seo@uta.fi
**Tapio Raunio is professor of political science at the University of Tampere. Tapio.Raunio@uta.fi
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Inherently incompatible? Analyzing the potential of participatory approaches in
supporting public sector performance (working title).

Kanerva Kuokkanen, Isak Vento, Jaakko Hillo, Sebastian Godenhjelm & Stefan Sjöblom
Swedish School of Social Science, University of Helsinki
According to an outcome-oriented view of democratic theory, fair terms of political participation
are those that are likely to produce the most desirable result. Normative varieties of democratic
theory however differ considerably with respect to the meaning and desired consequences of
participation. Consequentialist approaches to the evaluation of participation are usually based on
internally derived criteria. Following, for instance, an elitist view of democracy participation is a
mechanism for representation. Two consequentialist criteria are pertinent to this tradition: firstly,
the representativeness to the general public of those who engage in influencing attempts and,
secondly, the responsiveness of governments and other institutions to the needs and preferences
expressed. To participatory democrats, by contrast, the key argument is that participation fosters
desirable social qualities of democratic citizens. Thus self-development is the primary
consequentialist criterion. Following the deliberative tradition, finally, the corresponding criterion is
subjective legitimacy, based on the assumption that political discussion preceding decision is likely
to increase the acceptance of the outcome among the actors involved.
A major strand in reforming the governance systems of most Western democracies has been the
creation of new patterns and mechanisms of socio-political action providing citizens, stakeholders
and commonly excluded groups new possibilities for influencing public policies. Various new
forms of co-governance and public policy making such as partnerships, democratic networks,
projects and deliberative fora rely heavily on participatory qualities while also being expected to
increase the effectiveness decision-making processes. The basic argument of this paper is that
participatory effects of such arrangement should be evaluated not only by means of internally
derived democratic criteria such as equality, responsiveness, self-development or subjective
legitimacy but also with respect to external criteria such as effectiveness, efficacy and continuity.
There are two arguments for this point of departure. Firstly, the qualities of successful participation
may be related to several participatory approaches. Secondly, several expectations of desired
outcome attached to new forms of governance are performance related, thus going beyond
traditional consequentialist criteria proposed by democratic theory.
The paper presents an analysis of participatory effects on the outcome of regional development
projects and partnerships in Finland. What dimensions of the ‘desired outcome’ are affected, and
what precisely, are the participatory mechanisms most likely to produce such impacts? Thus the
paper also contributes to the theoretical discussion on assessing the democratic impact of new
governance arrangements.

33

Assessing the Participatory Turn and 'New Democracy'

Maria Svanström
Department of Political and Economic Studies, University of Helsinki
New Perspectives on Political Equality
In Western thinking, speech and politics have been conceptualized as tightly related already since
ancient Greece. According to Aristotle, it was the ability to speak that made men to distinguish from
other animals, and he valued highly the deliberative scene of democracy. In this respect, there is not
much new in many of the recent contributions in the field of democratic theory where the focus is
on the formative power of language or on deliberation that takes place in different publics before
decision-making. What, however, is new, is the way an old theme in democratic thought, political
equality, is conceptualized. In the presentation it will be discussed how Hannah Arendt, Jürgen
Habermas and Judith Butler conceptualize speech, politics and political equality in ways that make
their contributions differ considerably from each other. They have, however, something more than
the focus on speech in common. While in ancient Greece large groups, such as women and slaves,
were excluded from political life, in Arendt, Habermas and Butler inclusion and differences are
central themes. Political equality is for them not only about basic rights, such as the freedom of
expression or the right to vote, but redefined in broader terms (Arendt and Habermas) or
fundamentally problematized (Butler).
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Reconceptualizing cultural participation in Finland
Analysis of the participatory turn in cultural policy
Jutta Virolainen
Foundation for Cultural Policy Research (Cupore)

jutta.virolainen@cupore.fi
Art and culture can be seen as media through which citizens are taking part in the development of the
democratic society. Cultural participation of citizens has been a key dimension of cultural policy ever since
the introduction of contemporary cultural policies. However, it can be argued that because of the advent of
digital culture, changes in the consumption of media culture and the nature of leisure time activities, habits
and perceptions of cultural participation have changed.
There is increasing debate about the new forms of participation and new democracy in society as whole.
Cultural policy discourses do not exist in isolation from the major debates of the day. A growing number of
cultural institutions are joining the so-called participatory turn and measures for increasing cultural
participation can be seen as a part of a broader interest of increasing citizens’ participation in the society.
The paper provides a literature review of the main theoretical aspects of cultural participation.
Furthermore, it discusses how the change of cultural habits and perceptions could be examined at a
grassroots level in relation to the participatory turn. The paper is based on an on-going research project
conducted by the Foundation for Cultural Policy Research.
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Paper Proposal for Superdemocracy Conference 2014, Helsinki
Everyday Politics and the Transformation of Political Participation
Matt Wood and Matthew Flinders
University of Sheffield
Abstract
Over the past decade numerous scholars have noted growing disaffection from ‘politics’, conceived
as the traditional processes and institutions of liberal democratic representation. The purpose of this
paper, however, is to suggest that the roots and dynamics of the current democratic malaise may be
more profound than previously recognised. It is argued that the problem of disengagement is not so
much one merely of ‘disinterest’, but a fundamental disconnection between ‘politics’ as traditionally
conceived in the institutions and processes of the liberal democratic state, and alternative forms of
‘politics’ increasingly practiced by individuals in their everyday lives, that are diverse, disparate and
eclectic. This article characterises this disconnection can be understood as one between
‘institutional politics’ and ‘everyday politics’. Everyday politics relates to forms of politics engaged by
citizens in their ‘everyday’ lives at informal, non-institutionalised levels. To date, however, the
specifically everyday and political nature of this participation has not been thoroughly
conceptualised. Through an engagement with social theorist Michel Maffesoli’s concept of ‘neotribalism’, the article develops a deeper conceptualisation. It argues that this generates a clear
agenda for methodologically examining everyday politics and its relationship with traditional
institutional politics, and how the two may be better connected.
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Comparing the “Whiteshirts Movement” with
the “Sunflower Student Movement”: Analysis
from Issue Orientation and Party System
Huang-ting Yan*

Abstract
Two major social movements based on civil disobedience, the “Whiteshirts
Movement” (the death of Chung-chiu Hung) and the “Sunflower Student Movement”,
have broken out in Taiwan during 2013-2014. From viewpoints of the access to
resource, organizational training, social network mobilization and leaderships, the
“Sunflower Student Movement” is superior to the “Whiteshirts Movement”. However,
the “Whiteshirts Movement” has successfully mandated the government to abolish
martial court during peacetime but the “Sunflower Student Movement” failed to
prevent the government from adopting the framework of Cross-Strait Service Trade
Agreement. Therefore, the article analyzes why the discrepancy exists between two
social movements. Based on surveys, interviews and comparative approaches, the
article finds that polarized issues constructed by the “Sunflower Student Movement”
split the whole population while concurrent issues appeal to cross-social groups in the
“Whiteshirts Movement”. In addition, President Ma's government and KMT must
respond to concurrent issues in contrast with only consolidating core supporter under
polarized issues in two-party system. To sum up, issue orientation coupled with party
system determines the success or failure of social movements in Taiwan. Future
researches will focus on quantitative analysis to check theoretical “adaptability” and
“restrictions”.
Keywords: the “Whiteshirts Movement”, the “Sunflower Student Movement”,
polarized issues, concurrent issues, party system
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Prospective graduate student, Department of Political Science, National Taiwan University.
E-mail: b99a01139@ntu.edu.tw.
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Abstract sent in to
Assessing the Participatory Turn and ‘New Democracy’ - Superdemocracy conference Helsinki,
Finland, 11-12 December 2014

TITLE: Can Democratic Innovations Generate Trust? An e-‐Petitioning Case Study

ABSTRACT: Declining trust in representative institutions is considered to be one of the most
significant political problems of our time. It is often assumed that democratic innovations – or
mechanisms that aim to increase and deepen citizen participation in the political decision-‐
making process -‐ can help reversing this trend. However, skeptics claim that any impact on
perceived trust is dubious at best.

With

survey data

representing 1,470 e-‐petitioning

participants in Swedish local government, this study aims to empirically assess the
relationship between democratic innovations and trust. First we ask whether e-‐petitioning
primarily engage dissatisfied or already satisfied democrats. This is interesting considering
that conventional participation usually is biased towards satisfied democrats, while
unconventional participation usually is biased towards dissatisfied democrats. How about
democratic innovations? Second we ask to what extent the participants´ perceived trust in local
government is

affected

by

their

participation.

Results

show

that

e-‐petitioning

successfully engages both satisfied and dissatisfied democrats, as well as that political
participation affects their trust in local government. However, changes in perceived trust vary
according to participants’ predisposition toward government.
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