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Debates, Rhetoric and Political Action
Practices of Textual Interpretation and Analysis

Series: Rhetoric, Politics and Society

▶ Considers the role of debate in political action, including through
consideration of parliamentary debates, documents, laws, and media
articles

▶ Focuses both on political action and its contexts, taking the effects of
debate into account

▶ Uses  illustrative cases of analysis that relate to different research 
questions, different types of material, and different ways of 
proceeding

This book explicates how debates and documents can be understood, interpreted and
analysed as political action. It offers the reader both a theoretical introduction and
practical guidance. The authors deploy the perspective that debates are to be understood
as political activity, and documents can be regarded as frozen debates. The first chapter
discusses what is to be understood as politics and political. The second chapter explains
the concept of debate as an exchange of arguments in speaking pro and contra. The
third chapter presents concrete approaches, research practices and experiences that help
analysing debates and documents as politics. The fourth chapter consists of a number of
case studies that demonstrate how researchers can proceed in analysing parliamentary
debates, documents, laws, and media articles. This book will be of use to all students and
scholars interested in analysing texts and documents, as well as in political rhetoric and
parliamentary debates.
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