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RESEARCH PLAN FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES
Doctoral Programme in Humanities and Social Sciences
Instructions (remove this): The research plan plays an important role in the application and its assessment. The length of the research plan, including references, should not exceed 2500 words. When preparing your research plan, please also take into account the dissertation requirements of the University of Jyväskylä and the possible additional dissertation instructions of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. The research plan attachment does not need to include a funding plan. However, please note that there is a question on the funding plan in the application form. The funding plan can be based on the information found on the Doctoral dissertation funding page. Please note University of Jyväskylä’s instructions and guidelines on using AI-based applications.

Name of the applicant

The working title of the doctoral dissertation

The topic of the research and its relevance
Give a general overview of the topic of your research and how you would describe its relationship to previous research. Please address the scientific contribution of the research, the potential societal impact and/or the applicability of the research results.

Research setup, research problems and the research questions
Write about the research problems of your work, the questions you are answering in your research and the research design.

Theoretical premises
A description of the theoretical premises of your research. 

Research methods and data or sources
Description of the data collection and analysis methods used to answer the research questions. Write also about your data or sources and possible subjects or participants. If your doctoral dissertation is a part of a larger research project, please describe the contribution of your research to the project.

Research ethical considerations
Please explain what ethical and data protection issues are related to your research, for example related to field work, data collection or processing of personal data. Also consider the ethical aspects related to the use of AI. You can find information on research ethics related to the use of AI from here and ERA’s (European Research Area) living guidelines on the responsible use of generative AI in research from here. Concerning this, see also the guidelines for Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) by the Finnish National Board on Research Integrity (TENK).

The structure of the doctoral dissertation
If you will be writing an article dissertation, describe articles, if a monograph dissertation, describe the structure of the work. Tell us in which language or languages you plan to write your doctoral dissertation.

The timetable for the research
The timetable should be planned so that the dissertation can be completed in three to four years when studying full-time, or in a longer period while studying part-time. Break the schedule down into milestones that will help you keep track that your research progresses on time. Outline the timetable for gathering or obtaining, processing and analysing data and writing your research. The timetable can also include conference or data collection trips and visits to foreign or Finnish universities/other institutes.

Artificial intelligence (AI)
If you use generative artificial intelligence (AI) to aid your research plan, you must indicate which model (e.g., ChatGPT, Bing Chat) you have used and in what way.

References
Free-form list of cited sources.
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