

ASSESSMENT OF DOCTORAL DISSERTATION / ASSESSMENT BOARD
Please note that the proposal may be prepared in Finnish only if the doctoral candidate and all members of the assessment board are proficient in Finnish. Otherwise, the proposal must always be prepared in English.

	Doctoral student:      

	Title of Dissertation:      

	Date of the public examination event:      

	Opponent:      

	Chair of assessment board:      

	Member of assessment board (if applicable):      

	Custos:      


Select the grade for the area being assessed (see grading scale at the end of this document)

	1. The basic idea, research design, and problem formulation
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: The work is logical and scientifically justified.
☐ Pass with distinction: The work is exceptionally innovative, based on profound scientific thinking, and significantly renews the research field.

	2. Knowledge of the research field
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: The work demonstrates sufficient or good knowledge of the topic, as well as critical and coherent treatment of the subject.
☐ Pass with distinction: The work demonstrates significant expertise and renews or complements prevailing understandings in the field.

	3. Research methods and data
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: Appropriate methods have been used in the work, and the data is sufficient.
☐ Pass with distinction: A broad range of methods or a novel approach has been used in the work, and the data is representative or significant.

	4. Research results and their presentation
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: The results of the work address the research questions and either reinforce previous understandings or introduce new observations. The results are presented clearly.
☐ Pass with distinction: The work includes highly significant new insights or observations. The results are presented coherently.

	5. Discussion and conclusions
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: The work is clear and includes sufficient critical comparison of the author’s own and previous research results, well-founded conclusions, and adheres to research ethics.
☐ Pass with distinction: The work presents an excellent synthesis of the research problem and the author’s strong results point towards further research directions or open up new research areas.

	6. Structure, coherence and refinement of the dissertation
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: The work has a clear structure, clear language, and well-organized content.
☐ Pass with distinction: The work is flawlessly refined, linguistically of high quality and appropriate for the discipline, and exceptionally well-structured.

	7. Contribution of independent work
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: The doctoral candidate plays a key role in the work.
☐ Pass with distinction: The doctoral candidate plays an exceptionally significant role in the work.

	8. [bookmark: _Hlk199843423]Publications (assessed only in article-based dissertations)
☐ Fail: Does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: The publications of the work form a logical whole.
☐ Pass with distinction: The publications of the work form a scientifically high-quality and complementary whole.

	9.  Public examination
☐ Fail: The doctoral candidate’s contribution at the public examination does not reach the level required for a Pass.
☐ Pass: At the public examination, the doctoral candidate contributed by presenting the work clearly and responding to questions with justifications.
☐ Pass with distinction: At the public examination, the doctoral candidate demonstrated high-level scientific maturity in presenting and discussing the results and conclusions of the work.


Grade proposal
☐ "Pass with distinction". 
· If the dissertation receives at least the grade “Pass” in all assessed areas and the grade “Pass with Distinction” in most areas, the assessment board may propose the grade “Pass with Distinction”.
☐ "Pass".  
· If the dissertation meets the criteria for the grade “Pass with Distinction” as outlined above, but the assessment board proposes the grade “Pass”, a justification must be provided explaining why the dissertation, as a whole, does not reach the level required for “Pass with Distinction”.
☐ "Fail".  
· If even one of the assessed areas receives the grade “Fail”, the author of the statement must propose the grade “Fail” for the dissertation.








Justifications for the grade proposal
The assessment board is requested to write a statement of the thesis based on the public examination event, the dissertation requirements, and the evaluation criteria for the dissertation. The statement should also take into account the candidate’s performance in the defence of the dissertation during the public examination. Please write justifications for the proposed grade below.

     







Do the members of the assessment board have dissenting views concerning the grade?
In addition to the proposed grade and its justification, the statement shall, where relevant, indicate any dissenting views among the members of the assessment board concerning the grade.
☐ No.
☐ Yes. Please provide a clarification:      



Were there any special arrangements or circumstances related to the public examination event?
In addition to the proposed grade and its justification, the statement shall, where relevant, indicate any special arrangements or circumstances related to the public examination event that may have affected the conduct of the public examination event. Special arrangements may mean, for example, remote participation of the opponent/doctoral candidate, technical arrangements, or other exceptions. Special circumstances may mean, for example, interruption of the public examination event, connection failures, or other unexpected events.
☐ No.
☐ Yes. Please provide a clarification:      



Any other additional information that the assessment board wishes to mention:
     



Date and place:	_______________________________________________	

Signature of the Chair:	_______________________________________________

Name in block letters:	_______________________________________________
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[bookmark: _Toc206150542][bookmark: _Grading_scale]Grading scale
[bookmark: _Hlk194942208]The dissertation must meet the following scientific criteria and requirements for learning and competence. The dissertation must:
· include new scientific knowledge and substantiated results as well as be scientifically convincing;
· demonstrate the candidate’s critical thinking, profound knowledge of the research field, command of scientific research methods and ability to apply them as well as
· be scientifically honest and follow the norms of research integrity.
The Faculty Council decides on the final grade of the dissertation on a three-step scale of " Fail – Pass – Pass with distinction" after the public examination, taking into account the evaluations of the dissertation made by the opponent(s) and the assessment board.
The dissertation is graded at the Faculty of Sport and Health Sciences on the following scale:
"Pass with distinction"
The grade ”Pass with distinction” is only given to work of an extremely high standard, and which belongs to the top 5% in the research area. The grade ”Pass with distinction” requires that all of the following criteria are fulfilled:  
· The thesis is scientifically outstanding.
· The thesis clearly advances theory and understanding in the research area.
· The observations and conclusions of the thesis are essentially new.
· The results are extremely significant in the research area.
· The scientific articles from the thesis are published in high quality international scientific journals and the thesis chapters are excellently presented (literature review, methods, results and discussion).
· The candidate played a significant and independent role in obtaining the results.
· The candidate defended the thesis excellently in the public PhD defence.
[bookmark: _Hlk194942222]"Pass"
The scientific contribution of the work satisfies the requirements of a PhD thesis:
· The aims are clearly defined; the theoretical framework and empirical part of the work conform to accepted practices in the research field.
· The conclusions are supported by the results obtained.
· Ethical aspects have been adequately addressed.
· The candidate has shown, both in the thesis and the PhD defence, a good understanding of their own research field and its societal significance.
· They have also demonstrated competence in their research area, having independently and critically used scientific methods to generate new scientific knowledge.
"Fail"	
The work contains clear deficiencies in several of the following areas:
· The aims are not clearly defined.
· The work does not make sufficient scientific contribution.
· Both the theoretical framework and the empirical part of the work contain serious deficiencies or problems.
· The conclusions are not supported by the results obtained.
· The ethical aspects of the research have not been adequately addressed.
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