ENCYCLOPÆDIA BRITANNICA

We have gladly noticed that Uno Cygnaeus is mentioned in the excellent Encyclopaedia Britannica. In the text there are, however, some problems.

Text in the Encyclopedia:

‘Cygnaeus centred his curriculum on handwork, drawing from Froebel's idea of introducing such

activities as paper folding, weaving, needlework, and work with sand, clay, and colour in the

kindergarten; but he extended the concept to include farm work, gardening, metal- and

wood-work, and basket weaving--collectively known as veisto, or sloyd, from Swedish slöjd (for

"handiwork," or manual training).’ 

Correction:

‘From Swedish slöjd’ is not an appropriate expression. Cygnaeus brought ‘slöjd’ (in Finnish ‘käsityö’) as a compulsory subject for all in the Finnish ‘folk school’ as the first country in the world in 1866. He was the first one using the term ‘slöjd’, because the official language in Finland at that time was Swedish. The Swedes took the term and developed their own slöjd program later on. In Sweden Otto Salomon began slöjd as an optional subject in 1880s. Compulsory it became in 1953!   

Encyclopedia:

‘As a consequence of Cygnaeus' efforts, the Finnish government in 1866 made the sloyd system compulsory for boys in all rural schools and for male teachers in training institutions. In 1872 the government extended the system to city schools and established a sloyd school at Naäs to train teachers. A second school--called a Sloyd Seminarium--was started in 1875.’ 

Correction:

Nääs and Sloyd Seminarium were Swedish institutions established by Otto Salomon. At that time Cygnaeus and Salomon did not always agree about the idea of sloyd. Salomon – according Cygnaeus – wanted slöjd to be vocational; the intention of Cygnaeus was general practical-technical civics and moral education. During the many years of discussions the written ideology of Salomon was gradually changed to be more general education even if his methodology remained as skill education. 

Encyclopedia:

‘The manual-training idea spread first to Sweden, then to France, Germany, England, and the

United States, where it persists – along with home economics – as part of the curriculum in many

schools.’

Correction:

Finland was the first country with handicraft in the curriculum as a compulsory subject for everybody. The other Nordic countries could also be mentioned, Denmark, Norway and Iceland. Concerning USA and UK, sloyd or manual training are rare in schools today. Technology education has replaced the practical education beginning from the 1980s like in many other countries. 
